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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


ADVICE AND EXHORTATION AD- 
DRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF 
THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN 
CONGREGATION IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, ON RESIGNING THE PAS- 
TORAL CHARGE OF THAT CON- 
GREGATION. By ASHBEL 


GREEN, D. D. 
( Continued from p. 299. _) 


In order to your improvement 
ander the ministrations of your 
pastor, I recommend a careful 
attention tu the following things. 

1. Expect and desire him to 
declare to you “all the counsel 
of God.” Do not indulge in a 
wish that he should keep back, 
conceal or disguise, any part of 
the revealed system. Be wil- 
ling that he should bring it all 
forward, and in all its strength 
—provided that he does it with 
suitable explanations and in just 
proportion, dwelling most on 
those topics which are most im- 
portant and most practical, 
Never quarrel with your minis- 
ter for dealing plainly with 
you from the pulpit, and en- 
deavoring to come as closely as 
he can to your consciences and 
hearts. Remember that he is 
bound to do this, both that he 
may deliver his own soul and be 
instrumental to your salvation. 
If he shall avoid coarseness and 
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vulgarity, (which he ought to do 
as amatter of duty as well as 
taste,) he cannot be too plain, 
practical and pungent, in his ad- 
dresses, Let it be deeply im- 
printed on your minds, that it is 
not to be amused or entertained, 
it is not merely to be instructed, 
that you hear the Gospel—it is 
that your souls may be saved.— 
Alas! what would it avail you, 
though your pastor were as wise 
and as eloquent as Paul, if he 
were not honored to win your 
souls to Christ. Oh that my 
successor may be far happier in 
this respect than I have ever 
been! Oh that he may see many 
seals of his ministry, beyond 
what I have witnessed! And that 
this may be realized, be not 
wanting to yourselves; honestly, 
heartily and wholly, seek to be 
made wiser and better, whenev- 
er you hear him preach. 

2. Do not treat both your 
pastor and yourselves so unjust- 
ly; as not to attend constantly 
and regularly on his preaching. 
It is not in human nature to 
Speak with earnestness to de- 
Serted seats. You, therefore, 
not only sustain a loss your- 
selves, but you sink the heart of 
your minister, and disserve those 
who are present, when you 
are unnecessarily absent from 
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church. Against that most un- 
sonal tian custom, which has be- 
gun to shew itself among you, of 
neglec ling g pu blic worship i in the 
afternoon of the Lord’s day, I 
desire here to enter my pointed 
tesumony. It has its foundation 
unquestionably in the love of 
sensual indulgence and conform- 
ity to the world; and so long as 
any individual allows himself in 
it, I seriously affirm that I have 
very little expectation, that he 
will profit by the morning ser- 
vice, on which he attends.—A 
conscientious, careful, prayerful, 
and constant attendance on pub- 
lic worship, I do most earnestly 
recommend to you all, as you val- 
uc your eternal well-being. And 
though I must not dwell upon 
it, yet I cannot be content with- 
out Urginz,in a word, upon those 
who have not yet approached to 
the table of the Lord, not to 
withdraw from the. church dur- 
ing the administration of the ho- 
ly sacrament of the supper, but 
to remain tillthe conclusion of 
the solemnity; and reverently to 
meditate on what they witness. 
Thousands have dated their first 
deep and effectual impressions 
of religion, from what they saw 
and heard at the Lord’s table, 
before they had ever been admit- 
ted to it as communicants. 
5S. Receive the private admo- 
nitions, and even rebukes of 
your pastor, suitably administer- 
ed in the discharge of his offi- 
cial duty, with temper, candor, 
submission and thankfulness. 
To; admonish, reprove and re- 
buke individuals, 1s an under- 
taking to whicha Gospel mlnis- 
ter 1s “commonly disposed to be 
sufficiently reluctant, without 
any special discouragement. Yet 
it is ene which he is not permit- 
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ted wholly to refuse; and when 
seasonably, discreetly, tenderly 
and faithfully performed, it may 
be of the greatest use.—It may, 
under the divine blessing, save a 
soul which might otherwise be 
lost. View it, therefore, not as 
an insult, but as it is in reality, 
an instance and proof of the tru- 
est and highest friendship; and 
be persuaded that you will act; 
not meanly and pusillanimously, 
but nobly and wisely, as well as 
dutifully, in meekly receiving 
and profiting by “the wounds of 
a friend.”—“Open rebuke is 
better than secret love.’’* 

4, Fail not to send your chil- 
dren statedly to receive the cat- 
echetical instructions of your 
pastor. Prepare them for these 
instructions at home, by careful- 
ly governing, teaching and pray- 
ing with them, according to your 
solemn baptismal vows; and as 
recoliecting what I have often 
inculeated, that family govern- 
ment, family instruction, and 
family religion, are the only 
sure and solid foundations of all 
that is excellent either in church 
or state. With much regret I 
have observed that there has 
been, for a year or two past, a 

amentable and increasing re- 
missness In the duty of sending 
your children to be taught their 
catechism, and those little forms 
of devotion which have been pre- 
pared tor their use. The cause 
of this, as Iam satisfied that Ll 
do not mistake it, 1 must not for- 
bear to expose.—It is the crim- 
inal neglect of parents to teach 
their children in their own fami- 
lies. Giving them little instruc- 
tion there, they are at first asham- 
ed to expose their own unfaith- 
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fulness and their children’s ig- 
norance, by sending them into 
public; and afterwards they lose, 
by degrees, all sense of obliga- 
tion and regard to the duty, till 
at last they omit it wholly, with- 
out compunction or concern. 
Beheve me, the guilt and the 
danger of this is truly alarming, 
with respect both to yourselves 
and your offspring. Perform to 
them, therefore, your own per- 
sonal duty, and you will be wil- 
ling and desirous to give your 
pastor the opportunity of per- 
forming his. Send to him, care- 
fully and punctually, these lambs 
of the flock, that he may add his 
endeavors to your own, in striv- 
ing to direct and guide them to 
the fold of eternal safety and 
rest. 

5. Remember your pastor in 
ul your prayers. How often 
does the great apostle of the 
centiles repeat the injunction— 
“Brethren pray for us.” He 
felt constantly the necessity of 
being aided by the devout sup- 
plications of all the faithful: 
And if such was the fact in re- 
gard to him, with ail his extra- 
ordinary furniture and endow- 
ments, what must be the feel- 
ings of every inferior and ordina- 
ry minister of the Gospel, who 
has any right views of his work 
and his necessities? He will as- 
suredly most earnestly desire, as 
he will most urgently need, your 

unceasing prayers; and you will 
incur the guilt of no common 
neglect, if you do not prefer 
your petitions to God constantly 
and ardently in his behalf. Neg- 
lect in this particular, may, also 
be most injurious to yourselves; 
ior your pastor’s labors, howev- 
er faithful and abundant, will 


do vou no good, unless God con- 
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fer his blessing on them; and it 
is only in answer to prayer that 
you have aright to expect the 
blessing, T herefore, pray for 
your pastor and for the success of 
his ministrations—I had almost 
said—whenever you pray for 
yourselves. 

And here you will per mit me 
to putin a rcquest, that I may 
still be specially remembered in 
your addresses to God, though 
my pastoral relation to you be 
dissolved. Give me this proof 
of your attachment and affection, 
and I will esteem it as the most 
precious which I could receive. 
Pray that | may be directed, as- 
sisted and blessed, in the ardu- 
ous trust which I am about to 
assume, and for the right execn- 
tion of which J feel that I need 
both wisdom and strength which 
can come from God alone.— 
Pra; that I may be made the 
humble instrument of promoting 
our Redeemer’s cause to the 
end of my days; and that then, 
through his infinite merits and 
prevalent intercession, I may be 
permitted to enter on “the rest 
which remaineth for the people 
of God.” 

IV. It only remains that [I 
make a few remarks on the relaa 
tion which we have sustained to 
each other; offer some special 
exhortations; and commit you 
and myself to the great “Shep- 
herd and Bishop of souls.” 

In the review of my ministe- 
rial life, I see innumerable short- 
comings, deficiencies and im- 
perfections, which I sincerely 
lament, and for which I earnest- 
ly implore, through Jesus Christ, 
the divine forgiveness. Yet my 
conscience does not accuse me 
of the want of general fidelity. 
L believe that my labors, on the 
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whole, have been equal to my 
strength; and that“I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God.” My first 
sermon after ordination was 
grounded on 1 Cor, li, 2.— For 
I determined not to know any 
thing among you save Jesus 
Christ, and bim crucified.” The 
apostie’s resolution, as express- 
ed in the text, I then proposed 
to adopt as my own; and I now 
“take you to record” that in my 
humble and imperfect measure, 
the fulfilment of this resolution 
has been exemplified in my 
preaching, and in my other la- 
bors among you—I trust “[ am 
pure from the blood of all men.” 

On your part, I certainly have 
not only no complaint to make 
against you as a congregation, 
but abundant cause to be satisfi- 
ed and thankful, for the manner 
in which you have receivgd my 
ministrations, and for the -affec- 
tion, respect, confidence and 
kindness, which you have man- 
ifested towards me. Often have 
I borne testimony in your favor 
in these respects, and even 
‘boasted of you to others.”—I 
have indeed loved you much, 
and I have every evidence that 
you have loved me in return. 
‘fo many individuals I owe obli- 
gations of which I cannot think 
without emotion, which I can 
never expect to return, and in 
view of which I can only pray 
that God may be the rewarder 
of those who conferred them. 
But let all be assured that while 
I live, though my pastoral rela- 
ion to you will have ceased in 
form, on my part it is likely, in 
a measure, to remain in /fcct.— 
I must still have pastoral feel- 
ings towards you; and every ser- 
vice which I may be able to per- 


form, either for the congrega- 
tion at large, or for any indi- 
viduai of it, you may at all times 
command, with the certainty 
that it will be rendered by me 
with unfeigned pleasure. 

It is our duty to make use of 
providential occurrences to pro- 
mote our own improvement and 
that of others; and the separa- 
tion of a pasior from his charge 
is surely an event In providence, 
which calls on both parties con- 
cerned in it, to turn to some 
eood account. It was this con- 
sideration which determined me 
to make this address; and if the 
situation in which we stand at 
this mutually interesting period, 
may serve to give more impres- 
sion than usual to what I may 
say, I would fain not lose the op- 
portunity of doing any good, 
which is thus offered to me. 
Allow me, then, in addition to 
what I have already addressed to 
the congregation at large, to di- 
rect a few words in particular to 
three descriptions of persons 
among you. 

1. To the professors of reli- 
gion. Your situation, my dear 
brethren, in this populous and 
dissipated city, is, at once, trying 
and important, in no ordinary 
degree. It is trying, because 
you are exposed to snares and 
temptations—to a tide of fash- 
ionable vice and folly—-not known 
and felt, in an equal degree, in 
most other places. At the same 
time, these very circumstances 
render your situation the more 
interesting and important.—lIf 
found faithful, you will insure to 
yourselves a brighter crown of 
eternal glory; you may be instru- 
mental not only in preserving 
your children from ruin, but in 
forming them for distinguished 
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usefulness in this world, and in 
preparing them for endless hap- 
pines in the world to come; you 
may promote, mure extensively 
than others, the general interests 
of Christianity; and you may 
set anexample, the influence of 
which may be widely felt. Where- 
fore gird upft the loins of your 
minds, fut on the whole armor 
of God, watch unto firayer, be 
sober and hofie to the end. Be 
not conformed to the world 
which lieth in wickedness 
yourselves, and use your best 
endeavors to save your offspring 
from it. Le willing to exercise 
self-denial, and to bear the cross, 
in the cause and for the sake of 
you” precious Savior. Give no 
unnecessary offence—be meek 
and humble, and kin, and cour- 
teous, and affable, and hospita- 
ble, and charitable, and liberal. 
Whatsoever things are truly 
lovely and of good report, think 
on these things. As faras in 
you lies, live peaceably with all 
men, and Ict not your good be 
evil spoken of; but set your fa- 
cesas flints against everyvicious, 
every questionable practice. Be 
very guardedin your indulgence 
in fashionable amusements; they 
insensibly steal upon the heart 
—and often seduce it from God, 
from love to his service, obedi- 
ence to his Jaws, and affection to 
his people. Renounce, as utterly 
inconsistent with your Christian 
profession and integrity, all the- 
atrical entertainments, and care- 


fully _guard your chiidren 
againstthem. Strive to excel 


in practical piety, in genuine 
holiness of life and conversation. 
Love and associate with .each 
other. Encourage Christian 
conferences and associations 
for prayer. 


Avoid as much as 
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you can religious controversies 
—they often destroy vital godli- 
ness. But hold fast the truth 
as itis in Jesus, in opposition 
to prevailing heresies and er- 
rors. Avow your faith unequiv- 
ocally and distinctiy, and never 
be ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ. Labor to show an exam- 
ple of true evangelical piety, in 
all its purity and in all its love- 
liness. 

Consider that the eyes of the 
congregation are turned on you, 
and that your conduct is often 
considered as a warrant for any 
doubtful practice. Be watchful, 
therefore, lest you become 
stumbling blocks to others— 
how intolerable the thought 
that you should be instrumental 
in precipitating an immortal be- 
ing toward destruction! Inthe ob- 
servance of all the laws of Christ 


endeavor to be unblamable: In 
all soclal and relative duties 
show a pattern which others 


may Safely imitate: In the dis- 
charge of all moral obligations 
be scrupulously exact: in all 
congregational] concerns let your 
temper and your actions teach 
others to be conciliatory, and to 
consult the general good more 
than private gratification. En- 
courage Charitable designs, and 
all suitable measures for the 
propagation of the Gospel— 
take the lead in these, and en- 
deavor to draw the congrega- 
tion after you. Prosperity, even 
in this world, is likely to attend 
the community, as well as the 
individuals, who are ready to 
serve God with their substance. 
“These things, I give you in 
charge, that ye may be blame- 
less.* Finally, brethren, faree 


* 2 Cor. xiii, 11. 
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well: be perfect, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace; and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you’ 

2. Some of the congregation 
to whom [I have been preaching 
during the whole of my minis- 
try, or the larger part of it, are 
apparently yet “in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of 
iniquity’—To these, I am ex- 
tremely anxious to say some- 
thing at parting, which may pos- 
sibly be useful to them if God 
peradventure may yet give them 
repentance unto life. 

My dear friends—on the sup- 
position that I have been faith- 
ful in delivering te you the 
messages of the Gospel (and in 
what degree I have been so, let 
your own consciences testify) 
then is your guijit before God 
such as may weil give you the 
most serious alarm. Recollect 
that where he “hath given 
much, he will require the 
more,” and that, consequently, 


to slight the full dispensation of 


the Gospel for five and twenty 
years, is to incur a most tre- 
mendous responsibility to your 
final judge. Attempt not to ex- 
cuse yourselves and to soothe 
your consciences, with the 
thought that it is only omission 
with which you are ciargeable. 
It is against omissions that some 
of the severest denunciations 
of the Gospel are pointed. The 
tree which bore zo fruit, the 
Jamp which had no oil, the un- 
profitable servant who made 70 
use of his talents, are there ex- 
hibited as emblems of peculiar 
criminality, and examples of the 
severest condemnation. The 
sentence which our Savior rep- 
resents himself as pronouncing 


at last on those who shall be 


found on his left hand, is ground- 
ed wholly on neglect. When 
the apostle, trembling at the 
thought of being “a savor of 
death unto death” to some who 
had heard the Gospel from him, 
exclaimed—*Who is sufficient 
for these things?” it still appears 
that the guilt he contemplated 
arose from neglect. And shall 
it at last appear that all the 
warnings and entreaties which 
I have delivered to you, 
shall be “a savor of death unto 
death” to your souls,—that the 
whole effect of my ministry on 
you shall be only to aggravate 
your final condemnation! In- 
supportable thought! God forbid 
it! is your exclamation, as it is 
my own. Ah, unhappy men! 
but this event will not be forbid- 
den, it will assuredly take place, 
if you do not speedily fly by 
faith to the Savior, in whose a- 
toning blood your “crimson and 
scarjot” stains may be washed 
away.—Are you yet disposed to 
plead for delay? How often have 
I reminded you of its dangers 
and delusions? How often have 

I admonished you that any fu- 
ture time would, probably, find 
you less inclined than the pres- 
ent, to enter on a life of piety 
and holiness? I now put it te 
your consciences if, at this mo- 
ment, you are hot, yourselves, 
examples of this very truth. 
Cannot many of you look back 
toa period, at which you were 
more disposed than you now are, 
to attend to the concerns of your 
immortal souls’ And what is to 
be the end of this delusive 
course? Does it not present to 
your view a most fearful issue? 
Verily, between you and the 
precipice of eternal ruin the 
steps seem to be but few. Take 





ee 


=. 


ae ne ee a ae ee ee. ae. ee eS ee a. ae. ae | 





i813, 


them note-oh infatuated mor- 
tals! take them not I beseech 
you. Stop, and turn, and speed- 
ily retrace your way, and you 
may yet be saved. Shall it not 
be seen that you will obey this 
call? May I net hope that the 
event of my leaving you shall do 
you more good than all my past 
admonitions have done—that 
though you were proof against 
every other warning, yet vou 
yielded to the last?) Phen, if 
permitted to “enter into the joy 
of my Lord,” I shall yet, in his 
presence above, number you a- 
mong “the children that God 
hath given me.” In thie name 
of the Savior before whose jude- 
ment seat I am soon to mee 
you, by all the happiness and by 
all the horrors of eternity, by all 
the mercy of the declaration that 
‘twhere sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound,’ I charge 
and conjure you, to turn imme- 
diately from your sins, to ¢m- 
brace the offered salvation, and 
to become the triumphant mon- 
uments of redeeming love. 

3. lam shortly to address the 
youth of the congregation— 

Precious Youth— 

When I think of the num- 
bers of you whom [ have baptis- 
ed and catechised, to whom I 
have taught forms of devotion 
and delivered lectures of pious 
instruction; when I call to mind 
how often I have fondly looked 
upon you as the best hope of my 
ministerial charge; my soul is 
ready to be melted within me at 
the prospect of losing my pas- 
toral connexion with you. But 
the thought which most afflicts 
me, and which I wish may most 
affect you, is—that I leave so 
jarge a proportion of you unrec- 
enciled to God through Jesus 
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Christ. Of those to whom i 
have administered the sacra- 
ment of baptism, alas! how 
few are there thatI have had the 
pleasure of admitting to the oth- 
er sacrament—the symbol with 
us oi a profession of being truly 
and unreservedly devoted to the 
Lord. Yet there are many of 
you whose years would entitle 
you to this privilege, if your 
hearts were duly prepared to 
receive and seek it. It is, in- 
deed, an wnticipation that con- 
soles me, that he who shal! enter 
into my labors may, at some fu- 
ture period, reap what I have 
sown—that my successor may 
see a large harvest gathered 
from among you, for the granary 
of heaven. But why should tiis 
prospect be remote? Why should 
any of you risk the danger of 
perishing forever by trusting to 
the future? Why may not my 
sepuration from you be the occa- 
sion, in the dispensation of God’s 
providence and grace, on which 
a multitude of you may be 
brought to lay seriously and sav. 
ingly to heart the things whicl; 
belong to your. cverlasting 
peace? The thought 1s so grate- 
ful, that I know not how te 
abandon it. My dear children! 
compel me not to abandon it. 
Your own eternal advantage 
pleads, in concert with me, that 
you should not. If the event 
shall prove that my ccasing to 
instruct and admonish you (to 
take place at the end of this ad- 
dress) did se rouse you to an at- 
tention to your spiritual state, 
did so seriously remind you ci 
your neglected duty, did se ai- 
fectionately urge upon you the 
importance of becoming imme- 
diately what I have so long wish- 
ec and prayed to see you-——tha 
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with one consent you pressed in- 
to the kingdom of God, taking 
it by holy violence, you will 
eternally rejoice; a and [ shall 
hope to rejoice with you, in this 
happy consequence of my re- 
moval. 

That I should combat, at this 
time, the pretences and temp- 
tations by which the young de- 
Jude themselves, and are delud- 
ed by the great adversary of 
souls, into the neglect of relig- 
ion in early life, as it is not 
practicable, so I think it cannot 
be necessary to you. Often, and 
at length, have you heard me 
dletect these fallacies. You have 
only to exercise your memory 
and your candor, and you wiil, I 
flatter myself, admit that I have 
demonstrated to you incontesta- 
bly, that youth is infinitely the 
most favorable time to enter on 
a life of piety; that such a life, 
truly understood and exemplifi- 
ed cannot be gloomy and cheer- 
less; that onthe contrary, it is fa- 
vorable to every pleasure worthy 
of a rational and immortal being; 
that the sacrifices which it re- 
quires are far outweighed by the 
enjoyments which it insures; 
that the sense of unconditional 
safety in all events, which it 
produces, gives a screnity and 
peace which nothing else can 
bestow; that true spirit, genuine 
honor, real dignity, amiable tem- 
pers and gentle manners, are its 
legitimate offspring; that it en- 
yoins industry and fidelity, and 
thus leads to prosperity on earth 
as wellas to happiness in heav- 
en; that in short, and in the lan- 
guage of infallible truth,* “God- 
liness is profitable unto all 
chings, having promise of 


“1 Tim. iv, 8 
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life that now is, and of tha¢ 
which is tocome.” In this man- 
ner ~ have endeavored, you will 
recollect, to remove your prej- 
udices against a devout and holy 
life. But to remove prejudices is 
not enough—the life itself must 
be entered on; and other, and 
still more interesting considera- 
tions, are usually blessed of God 
to incline men effectually to en- 
gage in it. These considera- 
tions, therefore, I have been ac- 
customed to press; and would to 
God that I could now press 
them effectually on every indi- 
vidual of you. Would to God 
that you might now receive and 
feel as you ought the solemn and 
momentous truths, that you are 
sinners by nature and by prac- 
tice, and that tiji renewed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and united to Jesus Christ bya 
lively faith, you are every mo- 
ment in danger of perishing for- 
ever—in jeopardy of hopeless 
and inconceivable misery. vom 
this danger and jeopardy | urge 
you to flee, as knowing that the 
flight is for the life of your souls: 
And I point you to the Savior as 
the ark of safety, and teil you 
that if you truly and persever- 
ingly look for his grace and aid, 
you shall not fail to find them, 
and be led by them to safety and 
salvation. Young as you are, 
you have no time to lose in at- 
Lonsee to this great concern. 
Some of your companions, hose 
hold on life was as firm as your’s, 
you have seen sinking suddenly 
tothe grave. You have, there- 
fore, proof incontestable and 

alarming, that your youth affords 
no security against the immedi- 
ate arrest of the king of terrors: 
And if it did, the continuance of 
life without true religion, could 
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never be desirable. If terminated 
without it, the space afforded 
would only be to you the oppor- 
tunity of “treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath.” Or 
if saved at last, as “brands pluck- 
ed out of the fire,” you would 
have incurred much anguish in 
this world, and a diminution of 
happiness in the next; from the 
whole of which early piety 
would have been your complete 
preservation. Now, therefore, 
I beseech you—by every tender 
and by every awful consideration, 
I beseech you—yield yourselves 
‘a living sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God which is your rea- 
sonable service.” ‘True relig- 
ion, lovely in all, is most lovely 
in the young. So iet it eminent- 
ly be in you. Recommend it in 
your example, by all its power- 
ful attractions, by all its native 
charms,—that as far as possible 
you may engage others to think 
favorably of it. Associate it with 
every generous and manly en- 
dewment and enterprise—with 
improvement in knowledge, with 
courtesy of demeanour, with em- 
ulation and activity in business, 
with inviolable integrity in every 
office of life. Shun, as a pesti- 
tence, the society of the wicked; 
be watchful against the thous- 
and seductions to vice and mis- 
ery which surround you; be mod- 
erate and guarded in your pteas- 
ures; “flee youthful lusts; be 
obedient to your parents, docile 
to your teachers, respectful to 
your superiors, kind to your In- 
feriors, benevolent and just to 
all—Thus if you shall be spared 
in life, you will be preparing to 
pass it with happiness and honor; 
and at whatever period you shall 
be called hence, you will assure 
Pou. IX. 


to yourselves the reward “of the 
crood and faithful servant.” 

Nothing now remains but te 
commit myself, and you my 
people to Almighty God our 
common Father.—~ 

© most merciful God and 
Savior, who hast condescended to 
make known and to endear thy- 
self, to thy church and people, 
by styling thyself “the Shepherd 
of Israel;’? graciously vouchsafe 
to receive from thy unworthy 
servant, whom thou hast been 
pleased to honor with the office 
of an under pastor in thy church, 
the resignation of the charge of 
that flock, of which he has been 
from his youth an overseer— 
Called, as he believes by thy 
providence, to another station, 
he resigns into thy merciful 
hands, whence he received it 
through the ministry of his 
brethren, this important and 
precions trust, which thou hast 
favored him so long to hoid— 
And oh! through the blood of 
the everlasting covenant,through 
the prevalent intercession of the 
great Advocate on high--through 
the infinite and effectual media- 
tion of his adored Savior——he 
earnestly prays that thou wouldst 
freely pardon all his ministerial! 
sins; and not less that thou 
wouldst forgive the transgres- 
sions of this dear people, since 
they have been under his pasto- 
rakcare. Sustain and bless thy 
servant still, in the arduous du- 
ties which may be before him. 
Make him faithful unto death, 
that he may receive a crown of 
life. And may this people be 
ever thy peculiar charge. May 
they recollect and regard the in- 
structions and exhortations 
which they have received trom 
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any of their pastors, whether 
living or dead. May thy special 
blessing rest on the endeavor 
now made by thy servant, that 
they may have their duty “al- 
ways in remembrance after his 
decease.” May he who is still 
their pastor, be abundantly pros- 
pered and succeeded in his pub- 
lic labors, and abundantly com- 
forted in his own soul. May 
this people never want pastors 
‘according to thy heart, who 
shall feed them with knowledge 
and understanding.” May they 
ever hold fast the truth in the 
love of it—the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Save them from all heresy 
and error. Save them from bar- 
renness and unfruitfulness un- 
der the cultivation of thy hand: 
Save them from hardness of 
heart and blindness of mind: 
Save them from al) discord and 
dissension. Make them an ex- 
ample of all Christian excel- 
Jence. Pour out upon them co- 
piousiv the influences of thy 
most Holy Spirit, that many may 
be born and taught of God; that 
converts may be greatly muiti- 
plied; that thy church may be 
greatly enlarged; that thine own 
people may be greatly conifort- 
ed;—yea, O | ord, if it be thy 
holy will, that not one of this 
flock may be wanting, in the day 
when thou shall make up thy 
jewels. Ana when “the chiet 
Shepherd shall appear,” may 
they and their pastors receive 
his plaudit, and be permitted to 
rejoice together forever, in the 
kingdom and glory of their 
Lord. Grant these things, O 


most merciful Father, for the 
sake of thy best beloved Son Je- 
sus Christ. to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Gbust, one glorious 
and eternal God, be praises tore 
ever, AMEN. 
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For the Panoplist. 


ON THE MISCONDUCT OF PRO- 
FESSED CHRISTIANS. AND THE 
USE WHICH IS MADE OF IT 
BY THE MEN OF THE WORLD. 


I PERUSED with great attention 
the essay inserted in the Pano- 
plist for September, (part 2, 
from the Edinburgh Christian 
Instructor, in which the writer 
proves very satisfactorily, that 
the misconduct cof professing 
Christians is much exaggerated 
by the enemies of the Gosfiel. 
There are, however, many top- 
ics connected with his subject, 
which that writer omitted to no- 
tice, and seme of which | beg 
leave to sugecst for the consid- 
cration of the public. 

1. Men of the world, though 
generally inclined to depreciate 
the worth of all who profess 
strict religion, do nevertheless 
show, in the most incoutestable 
manner, that they attach great 
weight and importance to the 
example of Christiuns—a weight 
and imporance which they 
could not attach, unless ihey 
saw something really valuable in 
that exampic. This they do, 
notwithstanding their readiness 
to believe the worst of Chris- 
liuns, to give currency to cvil 
repor.s against them, and te 
dwell on the worst parts of their 
character. That Iam correct in 
these observauions will appear, 

First, irom the fact, that the 
men of the world place great re- 
jiance on the practice of Chris- 
tiaus, Whenever it sanctions any 
of their Own pursuits or pleas- 
urese It is astonishing: to see 
with what avidity any improper 
compliance, on the part of a 
Christian, with the manners 
and customs of the world, is 
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scized by worldly men, as a 
complete justification of their 
conduct. Ifa professor of strict 
religion yields in a single in- 
stance to their wishes, and cross- 
es the boundary line, which a 
solemn regard to his salvation 
has induced him to mark out, 
this departure is never forgotten. 
If, for instance he should be so 
indiscreet as to attend the thea- 
tre but once, this example would 
be urged to sanction an habitual 
attendance, if not to give coun- 
tenance to all the abominations. 
of that place of licentious amuse- 
ment Sometimes, indeed, such 
an example is urged only to si- 
lence the remonstrances of other 
Christians; but frequently those 
who urge it discover plainly that 
they place great rellance upon 
it. “Phis very important fact 
ought to make religious persons 
exceedingly cautious with re- 
spect to all their conduct; asa 
single wrong step, or even an 
injucicious timidity, may be the 
eccasion of continuing many in 
their irreligious courses, and 
confirming them in stupidity. 
Secondly; men of the world 
inadvertently show, that they at- 
tach great importaiice to the 
character of Christians, by mak- 
ine professors of strict religion 
a standard in their comparisons. 
liow often do we hear expres- 
sions like the following. ‘Is it 
possible, that he has deceived 
me? I should have as soon dis- 
trusted Parson such a one, or 
Deacon such aone. It cannot 
be. I will not believe it without 
the fullest evidence.” On in- 
quiry, it will generally be found, 
that this Parson, or Deacon, or 
Mr. such a one, is a professor 
of strict religion. There are, 
in almost every town, some per- 


sons of this character, whose 
names are used very frequently 
as standards, because a long 
course of unimpeached integrity 
has given them an undisputed 
authority. 

Thirdly; the same fact is often 
proved, by attempts which are 
made to depress Christians gen- 
erally, by comparing them with 
some one very eminent Chris- 
tian. There are in the worlda 
few Christians of great worth 
and distinguished piety, around 
whom God has erected a bul- 
wark, and whose characters are 
suffered to remain unassailed. 
Very probably they are not bet- 
ter than many others, whom God 
sees proper to exercise by ex- 
posing them to the malice and 
persecution of the world. How- 
ever that may be, the admitted 
excellence of some one of these 
favored few, is often used to de- 
press other Christians, in Jan- 
guage like the following. “If 
ali your religious people were 
like Mr. such a one,I should 
think there is something in your 
strict pretensions. No one 
speaks evil of him, You see, 
therefore, that if a man lives ac- 
cording to his profession, he re- 
ceives the full credit of it. But 
as for the: great body of your 
pretenders to religion, their con- 
duct too plainly shows, that 
there is nothing in all their 
cant.’”? Now, what does such lan- 
guage amount to, but to prove 
the high value and the convinc- 
ing nature of a Christian exam- 
ple? And if the objector were 
pressed, it would often be diffi- 
cuit for him to point out any real 
difference between the persons 
whom he has selected as a rare 
example and many other persons 
of a like profession, except per- 
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haps the latter have been more 
calumniated than the .former. 

Fourthly; men of the world 
very frequently confide in pro- 
fessors of strict religion, to the 
marked exclusion of others. 
This takes place in reference to 
their mest important interests of 
a worldly nature, and in sucha 
mauneras to evince, that they 
place a real confidence in Chris- 
tlans. They often send their 
children to be educated by per- 
sons of this character, whom 
they had previously reviled, thus 
giving unequivocal evidence of 
their real opinions, hewever 
their hearts may dislike a strict- 
ly rcligious example. 

Pifthly; when worldly men be- 
come religious,as theysometimes 
do to the glory of God’s sove- 
reignty, they generally confess, 
that the example of Christians 
always struck them with pecu- 
liar force; and that, whatever 
their words may have indicated, 
they really believed that the 
professors of strict religion were 
the subjects of intrinsic excel- 
lence. These confessions are 
so numerous, and made by per- 
sons In circumstances so various, 
that they afford very strong con- 
lirmation of the principal fact 
here attempted to be proved. 

2. In comparing Christians 
with others, itis common to se- 
lect the worst traits In the char- 
acter of individuals who profess 
strict religion, or the worst ac- 
tions of their whole lives, and 
compare them with the best 
traits of character, and the best 
actions, to be found in tue best 
individuals among men of the 
world. In a comparison thus in- 
stituted and carried on, what rea- 
»on Is there to hope for a fair 


result! As well might you un- 
dertake to compare the strength 
of two men, by taking one when 
he was so sick as not to be able 
to stand, and the other in prime 
health and spirits. A resort to 
such a method of comparison 
would sufficiently prove, that 
those, who could condescend to 
make it, were apprehensive that 
they should suffer by a fair trial. 

3. It isto be observed that 
Christians, and those who are 
not Christians, must necessarily 
resemble each other, in many 
points relative to their external 
conduct. ‘They must lay plans, 
and labor, for the support of 
themselves and their families, 
to secure their property, and to 
defend their dear interests from 
injustice and aggressjon. These 
things, and others of a similar 
character, must occupy much of 
their time, and many of their 
exertions. With such things as 
these the world Is principally 
conversant. The actions, In re- 
eard to which Christians must 
resemble other men, are in their 
nature public, while many of the 
peculiar dutics of Christianity 
are of a retired and private, and 
some of them of a secret, nature. 
The real difference between 
Christians and others does not 
appear, thereiore, to human 
view, as it Goes to the eye of 
God. I have often heard cbjcc- 
tions made to persons of profess- 
ed picty, ¥ which were founded en 
conduct no more decisive as to 
real character, than the mere act 
of eating or drinking. Thus io 


one man it Is objected that he 
is worldly-minded; and the eyi- 
dence is, that he is very indus- 
trious. Now it is plain thata 
very industricus man may be 
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worldly minded; and it is not less 
plain, that he may be in the 

hichest degree benevolent. 
To an observing mind the ob- 
jections made to persons of a 
strictly religious character by 
men of the world afford strong 
proof of the truth of religion and 
of man’s natural opposition to it. 

A. B. 


The following remarks are submitted 
cheerfully, thou gh with diffidence. 
S. S. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE FEAR OF GOD. 


\WueEn Pharaoh, under the pres- 
sure of divine judgments, cal- 
led for Moses and daron, and 
said unto them, I have sinned 
this time: the Lord is righ rous, 
and ITand my peofile, are wicked. 
Intreat the Lord, (for it is 
enough) that there be no more 
mighty thunderings and hail, 
and I will let you go, and ye 
shall stay no longer; how could 
Moses in his reply, affirm, JZ 
know that you will not fear the 
Lord God? Was it not evident 
that he feared already? 

Pourtraying the character of 
the wicked, the Psalmist testi- 
hes, Zhey have no fear of God 
before their eyes, Amalek smote 
Israel and feared not Gud; and 
the unjust judge has this indel- 
ible sugma fixed on him; He 
feared not God, nor regarded 
Man, 

Of another class of men, it is 
said, they are fearers of God and 
haters of covetousness. Corze- 
ius feared Ged, and pirayed al- 
ways, Job feared God and es- 
chewed evil. 

Hence it is plain, that the fear 
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of God,so frequentlyenjoined and 
commanded in the Scriptures, 
is an affection never exercised 
by the wicked. This fear, 1s con- 
sistent with perfect love—with 
that devotion, which the inhab- 
itants of Heaven express by 
casting down their crowns be- 
fore the throne—and equally con- 
sistent with consummate joy in 
God; nor is there only a comsist- 
ency between these different af- 
fections, but an indissoluble con- 
nexion. Fear is proportioned to 
every other Christian grace, and 
indispensably necessary to spir- 
itual communion with the Fa- 
ther and the Son. 

Itis founded on an incontrover- 
tible principle. The principle is 
this—God is the rightful Gov- 
ernor of the Universe. This 
principle cordially admitted, as 
necessarily produces awe, and 
reverence of God,as any effect 
followsits cause. Examine the 
principle for a moment. He is 
Universal Governor; then he 
has Almighty power. He does 
all his pleasure. None can hin- 
der his operations. He has 
given me life—-He can take it 
away—He has imparted to me 
reason, and he can extinguish it. 
He has kindled within me the 
spark of immortality, and he can 
quench it—Shall I not fear Him? 
He isable to disappoint all my 
expectations. Knowing ny very 
thoughts, he is able to detect and 
expose all my secret sins: Shal 


ITnotfear Him! The Govern- 
ment is his by right. Heh.s 
not usurped it. He does rot 


manage its concerns impropcr- 
ly. He has published his laws 
with their penalties—lie will 
punishment to the 
and no 
im punt. 


proportion 
magnitude of the evil, 
sinner will escape with 
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ty. Shall I not fear Him? All na- 
ture declares Him munificent and 
kind.—He is perfectly benevo- 
lent. So far as I am faithful to 
him, and obedient, I enjoy peace 
and quietness, and am encoura- 
ged by the expectation of final 
glory, to struggle against sin. 
Shall I not fear Him? 

Any one, that knows the 
anxiety felt by an ingenuous 
mind to avoid giving just of- 
fence to a highly valued friend, 
may form some idea of that 
fear which the Christian cul- 
tivates towards God. A wound 
given to the feelings of one 
we love, either by our care- 
lessness or folly, cannot fail to 
occasion us pain—We shrink 
from striking anotlier, when con- 
scious that the blow wilt fall 
with double force on ourselves. 
An affectionate child will far 
sooner deny himself any gratifi- 
cation, than dishonor his father 
by disobedience. He is afraid 
to gainsay a parent’s commands 
In exact proportion to his esti- 
mate of that parent’s worth. 

Of such fear. the wicked are 
ignorant. Entirely undervaluing 
the excellence of the Divine 
character, and estimating their 
own importance according toa 
standard of their own construc- 
tion—abundoning the principie 
that forms the basis of godly fear, 
and assuming that their lips, 
their actions, and their hearts are 
their own, and that no one is 
Lord over them, they cast off 
Jear, and restrain prayer. Thus 
it was with Pharaoh. His con- 
test with God concerned the 
Supreme prerogative. The 
claim to govern as he saw fit, 
which God urged, Pharaoh de- 
nied. The acknowledgment 
that God demanded, Pharach 


refused. The grand point of 
disagreement between God and 
sinners was here at issue—the 
honor, the reason, the heart, the 
conscience of Pharaoh, were 
successively addressed to per- 
suade him to yield the point 
but no—the feared not the Lord. 

However destitute sinners 
may be of holy fear, they are not 
without a fear which is torment- 
ing in its nature, and a prelude 
to indeseribable anguish. Pha- 
vaoh’s extorted confession, men- 
tioned in the opening of these 
remarks, is a sufficient proof of 
this; his multiplied and bold de- 
fiances of God to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 4 dreadfu/ 
sound was in his cars. The 
judgments. of heaven iike peals 
of thunder, startled him trom 
his throne, and in spite of him- 
scif threw him prostrate betore 
Jehovah. 

‘Frouble and anguish make 
sinners tremble. However 
they may vaunt themselves 
against God, in seasons of unin- 
terrupted prosperity, and mock 
at fear, while vengeance is de- 
layed, terrors sooneror later, will 
take hold of them like an armed 
man. Let the arm of the Lord 
be evidently stretched out a- 
rainst them—let sickness seize 
them, and the grave, with the 
judgment seat of Christ,-and al! 
its dread accompaniments, be 
presented to their eyes; and be 
assured, like Pharaoh, they will 
cry, J have sinned; and like 
Belshazzar turn pale, while their 
knees smite together. 

This kind of fear, if it be per- 
manent, results from a _ convic- 
tion of ill desert, without that 
corresponding regard to the di- 
vine mercy, to which the Holy 
Spirit invites. Such is the tear 
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ef the damned. Shut out from 
happiness, and fron the very 
glimmering of hope; cespairing 
of mercy, because judgment is 
ufon them, and feeling that they 
are righteously punished, hor- 
rors encompass them. Such is 
the fear of the impenitent, who 
are made to see, inthe last mo- 
ments of life, the deformity of 
their characters—the justice of 
(od, and the certainty of their 
final doom. But in other cir- 
cumstances, the fear of the sin- 
neris temporary. It continucs 
while he smarts under the lash— 
the lash removed, it ceases. 
Hence it is, that so many sick 
beds are witnesses to prayers 
and tears, that are forgotten with 
returning health. Hence it is, 
that ordanary misfortunes are so 
lithe heeded when they have pas- 
sed by, and presumption marks 
the conduct of the restored sin- 
ner. But let it be remembered, 
that all impenitent sinners, and 
especially sinners in Zion, shall 
one day be afraid—tor alas! Who 
among us can dwell with devour- 
ing fire——Who can inhubit ever- 
jasting burnings? 


iS THERE ANY PHILOSOPHICAL 
OBJECTION AGAINST ‘THB 
DOCTRINE OF CHRISI’s IN- 
CARNATION, OR OF THE UNION 
@F THE HUMAN AND DIVINE 
NATURES IN .THE PERSON OF 
THE REDEEMER! 


Tue following are the most 
weighty objections which are 
brought, as is supposed, from 
philosophical principles against 
this doctrine. “That the great 
God, the Maker and Sustainer of 
the Universe, who is infinitely 
exalted above all creatures, 
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should take upon him human 
nature, and in this lowly form 
converse with men, is inconceiv- 
able. To every reasonable man 
it must appear an impossibility, 
an absurdity. Again; as to the 
supposed union of two natures 
in one person, every body knows 
that a true body and reasonable 
soul is acomplete person. There 
must, therefore, be, in the sup- 
posed constitution of Christ, not 
only two natures, but two per- 
suns. For when was it known 
that two spiritual natures were 
so united in animating one body, 
as to constitute but one person? 
Indeed, who can have any con- 
ception of such a union?”’ 

These objections rest entirely 
on two principles. 1. That a 
thing is not credible unless we 
can have a clear conception 
Aow it can be. 2. That it is not 
credible if it is uncommon, or 
out of the ordinary course of 
things.e For ifthe objector couid 
conceive the possibility of the 
doctrine under consideration and 
knew the union asserted in it to 
be a common fact, his objections 
wouid vanish. 

Will. the objector then say,that 
he wili receive nothing as true, 
unless he can clearly conceive 
how it can be? If so, he wiil find 
few truths inthe Universe. He 
will find himself surrounded 
with impossibilities and absurd- 
ities. He cannot conceive how it 
is that the phenomena of the 
natural world take place; nor 
how itis that the world exists. 
He cannot conceive the manner 
of the Divine existence; nay, of 
his own existence. The man- 
ner of the union between his 
own soul and body is also utter- 
ly inconceivable. These, then, 
are not realities. 
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Again; is nothing to be re- 
ceived as truth which is out of 
the ordinary course of things? 
No evidence, then, can establish 
the truth of miracles. Upon this 
principle, we, who have never 
witnessed the creation of matter 
from nothing, can have no suffi- 
cient reason to believe that this 
world was created from nothing. 
Perhaps also those celestial 
spirits, who beheld the creation 
of the world, might have said, 
‘Lo, this is new!’ and have had 
reason on this account to doubt 
the reality of what they saw. 

The above objections are 
termed frAdilosophical. But if we 
consider the object of true Phi- 
losophy, they will appear alto- 
gether unphilosophical. The 
proper business of the philoso- 
pher is, not to discover how 
things can be; not to decide on 
the truth of propositions from 
abstract reasonings concerning 
the natures and modes of things; 
but to look at what actually ap- 
pears and takes piace, and 
thence draw his conclusions. 
Nor does he reject a thing be- 
cause itis uncommon. Having 
sufficient evidence that the fact 
exists, he admits it without hes- 
itation. The same course is 
taken in Natural Philosophy and 
in the Philosophy of the mind. 
The actual phenomena of mat- 
ter, or of mind, must be first as- 
eertained; and then all conclu- 
sions in these branches of sci- 
ence are drawn from them. 
‘Those, who take another course 
than this, are acknowledged to 
grope in darkness, ‘This course 
leads the philosopher to conclu- 
sions in which he rests with en- 
tire confidence. The truths he 
discovers are, indeed, in many 
cases, quite inexplicable; they 
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often appear impossible; and in 
some cases contradictory; but 
this does not in any degree stag- 
ger his belief. His method of 
ascertaining facts varies accord- 
ing to the nature of the case. 
Some facts he ascertains by his 
own consciousness, experience, 
or observation; others by means 
oftestimony. The evidence of 
testimony, if attended with such 
circumstances as render it cred- 
ible, he receives with full confi- 
cence. 

I will now inquire, how, on 
the principles just stated, we 
are to determine, whether the 
doctrine of Christ’s Incarnation, 
or of the union of two natures 
in the person of the Redeemer, 
is true or not. In the first place, 
then, we are not to consider 
whether it is possible; nor to 
ask whether any thing like it has 
ever been known. Philosophy 
teaches us to look at these as 
questions which, since wé arc 
not able to settle them, do not at 
all affect the truth of the doc- 
trine. It also directs us to look 
to proper evidence, in order te 
discover what is true in fact re- 
specting the things asserted. 
Now it is plain, that, at this day, 
all our knowledge concerning 
the person of the Redeemer 
must be derived from testimony. 
‘The truth or falseness of the 
doctrine depends then on testi- 
mony. But, as the case is, we 
have the testimony full and com- 
plete of Him who knows al! 
things, and who cannot lie; in 
whose testimony therefore we 
can confide with the most per- 
fect assurance; that Christ is 


both God and man—that in his 
person there is a union of two 
natures, the divine and human. 
This is indeed atruth incompre- 
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hensible and astonishing. But 
on the principles of true Phi- 
losophy this is no objection: in- 
deed on these principles the 
proof of the doctrine is complete; 
and no objection can be brought 
to bear upon it. so as in the least 
to affect our belief. A 


For the Panoplist. 
ON HUMILITY, 


Mr. Editor, 

ttaving been often disgusted with the 
false appearances of humility in some, 
and shocked with the daring boldness 
and presumption of others, I have been 
induced to prepare the following re- 
marks, which vou are requested to pub- 
lish in your valuable miscellany, and 
thus much oblige 

A Constant READER. 


We are every whete taught in 
the word of inspiration, that hu- 
mility is one of the most import- 
ant and interesting qualities of 
the soul of man. Here we dis- 
cern itS spirit, and hence learn 
its origin. The burden of the 
prayers of the most eminent 
saints has ever been, that their 
heavenly Father, would infuse 
this peculiar grace of the Chris- 
lian into their whole characters. 

An attempt is here made, 
briefly to untold ¢he nature of 
evangelical humility; and to ex- 
hibit the fropriety of its consti- 
tuting a permanent trait of every 
man’s character, 

Humility is the virtue which 
Christ impressed with peculiar 
emphasis upon his followers. It 
consists in a low estimation of 
ourselves, aS in ourselves noth- 
ing, and as naturally odious, at- 
tended with a mortification of 
every disposition to exalt our- 
selves. It proceeds from a knowl- 
edge of ovr entire unworthiness 

Vor, IX. 
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and dependence on God for ev- 
ery thing we enjoy; froma sense 
of the transcendent beauty and 
glory of the objects of religion. 
It is a permanent principle, and? 
has its seat in the heavt. Though 
it is an internal quality, it always 
discovers its nature and efficacy 
in the external conduct. As it 
is seated in the heart, it will ex- 
tend its influence over all our 
actions, and guide every effort 
of the understanding. The hum- 
ble man is more eager to listen 
to the voice of instruction from 
others, than to speak himself. 
When he is obliged to reprove 
others, in the discharge of his 
duties, he does it with anxious 
solicitude and trembling. Envy 
and resentment have no resi- 
dence in his bosom. He is now 
brought to prostrate himself be- 
fore an offended but merciful 
God. He voluntarily renounccs 
himself and his own righteous- 
ness. When he perceives to 
what an awful extent sin has 
poliuted his soul, and how un- 
worthy the service of his Maker 
le is rendered, he abases him- 
selfin the dust. He now for- 
gets the greatness and purity of 
character, which he once attrib- 
uted to himself; and bumbles 
himself, while he exalts God 
alone. In the deepest exercises 
of humility, shame only for his 
great want of love, occupies his 
attention. Such feelings proceed 
from aclear perception of the 
incomparable beauty of the 
moral pertections of the Deity; 
which feelings are experienced 
in consequence of the renovation 
of the soul by the Holy Spirit. 

The propriety of humility in 
man, is very apparent fram the 
description of its nature. That 
man should be entirely actuated 
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by pride is not only folly and 
presumption, but ruin. Between 
us and God there is the most 
iiteresting and important of all 
iclations, By his power we 
were created moral and intelli- 
eent beings. By his goodness 
every faculty of the mind and 
body is preserved. His bounty 
supplies our wants. Shouid he 
‘ora single moment withdraw 
from us his protection, and re- 
wove the tokens of his kindness, 
we should instantly perish. 
Should his sustaining power be 
no longer exerted towards this 
earth, should it barely escape 
his notice, an event which we re- 
ioice ~will never happen, the 
whole race of man, all his works 
of art and usefulness, the beau- 
‘ies Of creation, and that myste- 
rious harmony m= which the 
present system of things move, 
would all be destroyed. As 
we are thus dependent on flim, 
all our conduct must be regulat- 
ed by his laws. These establish 
every principle, which shouid 
euide our intercourse with God 
and our fellow beings; and 
mark out every duty we owe to 
ooh. Belore a Being of such 
uhbounded isha love and 
compassion, such transcendent 
excetience, in whose hands are 
the destinies of nations and of 
ihe universe, who sfiake and 
it was done; beiore such a Be- 
ing, it becomes the most glori- 
ous seraph to be humble, to veii 
his face and turn aside from a 
view of the incomprehensible 
God. If such is, as the Scrip- 
tures declare, the humility of 
the highest created being in 
heaven; if the whole celestial 
host cast down their crowns at 
the feet of their Lord, how deep, 
how sincere must be that humil- 


ity, with which we should walk 
before the Most High? 

Should there be a iaithful de- 
velopement of man’s character, 
as he stands related to his heav- 
enly Father. no hesitetion could 
remain about the propriety of 
his humility. This Almighty 
being, distinguished no less for 
the holiness than the goodness 
of his nature, created man after 
fiis Own glorious image, and 
buta litle lower than the an- 
eels, and still surrounds him 
with unnumbered blessings. But 
man disobeyed, revolted, de- 
stroyed the holy image of his 
Maker, and united himself to the 
enemy of his Benelactor He 
exhausts the vigour of his life 
in despising the goodness, and 
rebelling against the vovern- 
ment of the Author Of his being. 
The counsels and admonitions 
of heaven he regards not The 
everlasting covenant of pardon 
and mercy is trampled in the 
dust, and forgotten. and the 
blood of the Anointed esteemed 
a vain thing. 

Under such circumstances, 
what must be that revolution of 
disposition, that will render us 
suitable objects of the favor 
and affection of Him whose an- 
eer is kindled against us? The 
enure annibtiaiion ot pride must 
be cffectuated. ‘This passion 
has aiready bereft us of the fae 
vor of our heavenly Father, and 
urged us on the mest injuci- 
ous and fatal of all rcbeilions. 
Shall we suil cherish its grow th 
ln our bosonis, and bear about 
with us the instrument of our 
own destruction? ‘Vhis biind 
and ruinous passion must be ut- 
tcily exterminated. Our only 
lunpuage should be that cf hu- 
mility. This is that expression 
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of the heart, which ean first reach 
the ear of mercy, This must be 
offered. Whoever heard of a 
dispensation of mercy, that ex- 
tended to those who did not ask 
fur mercy, and who despised 
both the gift and the Giver. 
The writer of this article is 
well aware, that they who make 
the honors and pleasures of this 
earth their idols and gods; that 
they who vainly attempt by their 
on reason, to resolve the mys- 
terious organization and inscru- 
table ccunomy of the universe, 
into fate and fixed laws and 
properues of matter, may deride 
and despise this humility. Neith- 
eris he unconscious, that they 
will :auntingly say, that this feel- 
ing is the peculiar and privileg- 
ed disposition of a sickly soul; 
that it Is the distinguishing char- 
acteristic of soft and effeminate 
minds. Such persons may boast 
of the fire and splendor of their 
owh genius, the dignity and lof- 
tiness of their own feelings, the 
force and comprehension of that 
reason, which deprives the uni- 
verse of a God, and blinds the 
possessor to a discovery of that 
intelligence, wisdom, and pertec- 
tiou. which are every where dis- 
played over the face of creation. 
They may pretend, that should 
their characters be endued with 
this grace, all their magnificence 
of learning and their grandeur 
of conception would be annihi- 
lated; that the generous affec- 
tions and noble passions, which 
swell in their bosoms, would be 
Though these men 


destroved, 
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shall extol the dignity of their 
own natures, till they scorn to 
tread this base earth, and are 
lost amidst the clouds, yet ina 
day Lucifer may fall. 

Place this miser, this votary of 
ambition and sensuality, this dis- 
believer of every thing divine, 
into some deep and impenetra- 
ble forest. Leave him here 
alone, far from the residence of 
man, to walk in this solitary wil- 
derness; let midnight darkness 
hover over the woods in terrific 
gloom; leta solemn silence reign 
around. Then should all the wild 
beast of the deserts and moun- 
tains, in an instant commence 
their nightly howl; should that 
insatiable spuit of carnage, with 
which they pursue their prey, 
lead them near our fero’s path, 
announcing their approach by a 
hungry yell and the glare of 
fiery eyes; should an impenetra- 
ble cloud now envelope the 
heavens; the air be rent with a 
tempest, and the oaks fall pros- 
trate by the fury of the blast on 
every side; should the Mightiest 
put forth his voice in thunder 
from the skies; and the light- 
ning descend in unceasing flash- 
es into every part of the forest; 
would not horror seize his soul}, 
and the belief of a God be ex- 
torted from his lips? Would he 
now arise and bow before his 
own majesty and reverence his 
august destiny? Confess O! man, 
that thou appearest es a flower, 
fleest away as a shadow,and con- 
tinuest not, 
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To the Editor of the Panoplist. 


Dear Sir, 

If you shall think the following communi- 
cation worthy a place in your usefyl mag- 
azine, you will please toinsert it. M. 


Tue attention which the relig- 
ious ,ublic, in this country, have 
paid to the subject of distributing 
the Sacred Scriptures among 
the destitute, 1s a cause of joy to 
all, who wish for the happiness 
of their fellow men. But will 
not all admit, that as yet the 
American Churches have done 
but very little in this good work, 
compared with their ability. 
The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland expended 
the last year, in aid of this bles- 
sed object, nearly four hundred 
thousand dollars. The most 
that we have collected in the 
United States, in the same term 
of \ime, amounts but to a few 
thousands. No doubt the re- 
sources of our several Bible So- 
cieties are gradually increasing; 
but by no means in proportion 
to the increasing wants of the 
destitute, which are exposed to 
our view, even in our own 
country. 

Several months have elapsed 
since a representation of the des- 
titute state of the numerous 
French Catholics, in the State of 
Louisiana and the Missouri Ter- 
ritory, was made known to the 
managers of several of our Bible 
Societies in the different states. 
It is ascertained, that between 40 
and 50,000 Catholics reside in 
that portion of our country, and 


that nearly all of them are desti- 
tute of the Sacred Scriptures. It 
is likewise known, that the Cath- 
olic Bishop, and the principal 
Priest of the same order, resid- 
ing in New Orleans, approve of 
the circulation of the Scriptures 
in their several parishes. The 
Bishop, at the time of the forma- 
tion of the Bible Society at the 
last named place, expressed his 
willingness to contribute in fa- 
vor of the institution. At the 
same time, there were many ap- 
plications for the Bible in the 
French language by the Catho- 
lics. But no Bibles were to be 
found in the city, either for gra- 
tuitous distribution, or for sale. 
There were a very few copies of 
the Testament, the prime, cost 
of which might have been 50, or 
75 cents. ‘These sold at four 
dollarsa copy. There was no 
prospect that the wants of the 
needy could be supplied, unless 
by the active exertion of the Bi- 
ble society, whose funds were 
considerable. ‘lhe above state- 
ment, as has been observed, was 
some months ,since made to the 
managers of several of our Bible 
Societies; but what has been 
done worthy the character of 
these religious charitable socie- 
ties, the writer is not able to say. 
He cannot learn, however, that 
any step has been taken, which 
promises to relieve the necessi- 
ties of the inhabitants residing ip 
the portion of country now up- 
der consideration. And it still 
remains a question, whether, 
with the resources of our nu-* 
merous Bible Societics, estub- 
lished in almost every state in 
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the Union, we have the disposi- 
tion, or ability, to obtain 4 or 
5,000 copies of the Scriptures 
in the French Language, to be- 
stow as a partial supply for the 
40 or 50,000 French Catholics 
who are destitute; many of 
whom are ready and anxious to 
receive such atreasure. Four 
thousand copies of the Scriptures 
for this purpose, printed in this 
country, would cost, perhaps, 
6,000 dollars. The same num- 
ber of copies might be obtained, 
it is likely, at a tower rate by 
applying to the Directors of the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety. This supply of Bibles 
might be printed here, or ob- 
tained from abroad, as should 
be thought expedient. At the 
present time, to accomplish our 
object, we have to go or send to 
the several Bible Societies from 
Maine to Georgia; and to wait 
until we receive information 
from the directing Committee, 
our, five, or six months must 
elapse, and perhaps a year, be- 
fore we are able to make a re- 
port. And by this time the most 
favorable opportunity for distrib- 
uting the Bible may have passed 
by. And although it may be 
found, that we are possessed of 
ability to effect the desired ob- 
ject, yet if we are cbliged to 
conduct in this way, we shall be 
very liable to be defeated; and, 
after ail our efforts, we may have 
to send to the Directors of the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
cty, requesting that they would 
make a donation of Bibles for 
the supply of the destitute with- 
in the limits of the United States. 

The American Churches are, 
at the present time, called upon 
to favor the destitute, in a cer- 
lain section of our country, with 
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the Bible: Although these peo- 
ple are called Christians, they 
have not the Bible in their pos- 
session; and of course are not 
acquainted with its contents. We 

may reasonably expect, that ap- 
plications of a like kind will be 
made, if not from within the lim- 
its of the United States, from 
other parts of our own conti- 
nent. A large extent of country 
will probably be opened in New 
Spain for the circulation of the 
Scriptures, in the Spanish lan- 


guage; and, no doubt, pres- 
sing applications from that 


quarter, will shortly solicit our 
attention; even before we have 
suitably noticed those which are 
now before us. 

To the writer it appears a per- 
fectly plain case, that as a Chris- 
tian nation we are not likely to 
labor at all according to our abil- 
ity, (1 would charitably hope we 
shall not want a disposition,) for 
ihe relief of the needy in our 
own country and abroad, until 
we have some general bond of 
union; and can, upon an emer- 
gency, aS circumstances may 
direct, bring some portion of the 
resources of our several Bible 
Societies to one point. . By this 
mean we may be enabled to ac- 
complish with case, that which 
in our present disjointed state, 
costs us so much labor, and is 
attended with so much delay, 
and perhaps, eventually, with 
a disastrous defeat. 

Atthis time, Sir, permit me 
to present to you, and through 
you to the public, the sketch of 
a plan, which, it is hoped, it 
adopted, will enable Christians 
of the different religious denom- 
Inalions among us to actin Char- 
acter upon the subject under 
consideration, 
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I would propose the forma- 
tion of a Gene: I Bible Society, 
open for the a mission of all 
persons, of wh tever religious 
dervomination, in the United 
Siates, who are disposed to take 
an active part In this good work. 

A day should be appointed for 
the formation of the Society, and 
delegates be requested to attend 
from the several religious de- 
nominatiens. 

It would, most probably, be 
thought expedient, that the So- 
ciety should be formed in Phila- 
deiphia, or, at least, that the 
Directing Committee should be- 
long to that city. 

The time for the first meet- 
ing might be in the month of 
May, at or near the time of the 
sitting of the General Assemb!y 
of the Presbyterian Chatch, 
which place and time would ac- 
commodate many of the dele- 
gates, who might be appointed to 
attend. 

The Institution now contem- 
plated should not interfere with 
any Bible Societies already es- 
tabiished, though it is hoped, 
should it succeed, its funds 
would be increased by donations 
from these societies. 

It might be provided that del- 
egates, after the formation of the 
Society, should be sent annually 
from the several Bible Societies 
in the different states. 

I will now enumerate some of 
the reasons, which have occurred 
to me in favor of the pruposed 

lan. 

1. The destitute portions of 
our own country from the north- 
eastern to the south-western ex- 
tremities of the Union, would be 
more tully known to the relig- 
ious public; as the information 
would be contained in the Re- 


ports of the several Bible Socie- 
ties and included in the Report 
of the General Society. 

2. By means of this informa- 
tion, funds might be collected to 

greater amount, anda more 
general distribution of the Bible 
be effected. 

8. Bibles might be obtained 
at a lower rate, and executed in 
a better manner, by combining 
our efforts for this purpose, 

4, Should an opportunity pre- 
sent itself for the distribution of 
the Sacred Scriptures, in any 
other than the English language, 
either within or without the 
limits of the United States, we 
should be able to ascertain our 
ability, by applying to the Di- 
recting Committee of the Gen- 
eral Bible Socicty. 

I would hope, that as a friend 
to the kingdom of the Prince of 
peace, as a friend to the immor- 
tal souls of my fellow-men, their 
temporal as wellas their eternal 
felicity, I have been constrained 
to offer the preceding thoughts 
upon this greatly interesting and 
important subject. 


lor the Panoplist. 


ABUSE OF THE LATE HARVEST. 


WueEn I wrote the paper which 
was inserted in the last number 
of the Panoplist, on the late har- 
vest, | was not informed of a 
most enormous abuse of the 
fruits of the earth, which had 
then but just begun to be prac- 
tised on an extensive scale, apd 
which has now excited the alarm 
of all considerate persons, es- 
pecially of the pious and con- 
scientious. The abuse alluded 
to will be anticipated by every 
reader to arise from the distilla 
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rion of grain and other valuable 
productions of the soil into nox- 
ious ardent spirits, 

The first reflection which ec- 
«urs to the mind is, that such an 
abuse is a heinous act of ingrati- 
tude to God. It will not be con- 
iended, I suppose, that rye and 
potatoes are converted into 
whisky as a medicine, and from 
« pure regard to the health of 
ihe community. If this should 
be urged, it will be admitted by 
ali that the quantity necessary as 
a medicine is extremely small;— 
so small that a singie distillery 
would supply all the apotheca- 
ries’ shops in the United States 
Tt follows, then, that the distilla- 
tion of immense quantities of 
baneful spirit from grain, which 
was bountifully given to support 
life, is an act of heinous ingrati. 
tuce to God) Whatever might 
be said of conducting distilleries 
of grain on a small scale, it is 
beyond all question extremely 
pernicious, when the business is 

carried to such an extent, as to 
raise the price of provisions, fill 
all our retailers’ shops with a 
noxious liquor, and furnish the 
Vicious with the means of ruin- 
ng themselves and their fami- 
ics. What can be done to rem- 
edy this evil is not So easy to 
specify, eS itis to estimate the 
magnitude of the evil itself. In 
iis first beginnings, the price 
of several most important arti- 
cies of food was nearly doubled. 
lrit should progress as it has 
".. un, a very large proportion 
ot the industrious and temperate 
waits of society will be se- 
‘rely straitened to procure 
! -ad for their families; and all 
after‘one of the most abun- 
seasons which this country 

er experienced, 
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Let us seriously consider how 
odious and abominable it must 
appear in the sight of God, that 
the rich supplies of his bounty 
should be immediately convert- 
ed into the means of sinning 
ugainst him—into the means of 
increasing and perpetuating sin 
and misery without limit and 
withoutend. The sound part of 


the community should see and 
lament this ungrateful and un- 
natural conduct;—they should 


regard it as a national calamity 
of no ordinary magnitude, and as 
a national sin which sheds a mel- 

ancholy gloom over our future 
prospects. From a share in the 
euilt no individual can be free 
who does not engage zealously 
in every promising scheme of 
counteracting and suppressing 
so greatan evil. Itis difficult, 
as has been intimated, to pre- 
scribe adequate remedies for so 
dangerous a malady. The fol- 
lowing are suggested as the 
only practicable means of effec- 
tuating a change for the better, 
which have presented them- 
selves to my mind. 

1, All who regard this evil in 
the same light with the writer 
should unite In petitioning Con- 
eress to lay a heavy tax on do- 
mestic distilled liquors. If 
tax should be imposed, it would 
operate to some extent at least 
to suppress the evil, I take it 
for granted, that the tax now im- 
posed upon stills is so extremely 
small, as to have scarcely a pers 
ceptible effect. If the petitions 
should not be successtul, they 
would at least awaken the atten- 
tion of the public to the nature 
of the subject; and this would of 
self be a great achievement. 

Moral Societies should be 
soba wherever he 


+1 
they can 








formed, with an express inten- 
tion to discountcnance and pre- 
vent drunkenness and every ap- 
proach toit; and particularly to 
discountenanve the manufacture 
and the use of domestic spirits. 

3. Every method should be 
adopted, which promises to ex- 
pose to public view the great- 
ness and odiousness of the evil. 
It should be pourtrayed in all 
periodical publications; tracts 
and sermons against it should 
be published and extensive- 
ly circulated; and no expe- 
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dient should be ieft untried to 
represent its true character. 

4. Christians should earnestly 
intreat, that God would bring 
about a national repentance and 
reformation; that all our evil 
passions may be subdued; that 
no abuse or perversion of the 
Divine bounty may be found 
among us; and that we may not 
provoke our merciful Creator to 
withhold from us those supplies 
which are necessary to our com- 
fort, and even cur existence. 


A. B. 


REVIEWS. 


NALIX. A Sernion delivered in 
Boston, Sept. 16, 1813, dcfore 
the American Board «of Come- 
missioners fur foreign Mis- 
sions, at their fourth annu- 
al meetine. By Timorur 
Dwicur, D.D.L.L.D. Presi- 
dentof Yale College. Published 
by request of the Board. Bos- 
ton; S. T. Armstrong, pp. 34. 
Price 25 cents. 


We are peculiarly hampy toan- 
nounce the publication ‘of this 
discourse; a discourse’ heard 
from the pulpit with piofuund 
attention by a very large and re- 
spectable audience, and calculat- 
ed to make a lasting impression 
in favor of missions. Asa de- 
liberate and solemn testimony to 
the truth on this important sub- 
ject, Lorne bya highly respected 


minister of the Gospel who 
presides over one of our 
most favored literary institue 


tions, it is extremely valuable; 
as an exhibition of superior and 
cultivated mental endowments, 
employed on a noble and most 
delightful theme, it is entitled to 


great distinction; and as a spe- 
cimen of persuasive eloquence, 
prompting to beneficent uction, 
it will rank high among the best 
writings of modern times. As 
we design to enrich our pages 
with copious extracts, we shall 
not deem it necessary to enter 
into a particular examination 
of all the parts of this. ser- 
mon; nor to dwell upon its many 
excellencics, a8 a composition. 
Of these, the prominent one is 
the natural flow of elevated 
thoughts from a grand and enno- 
bling subject of contemplation. 
The text is found in John x, 
16, And other sheen I have, 
which are not of this fold. Ihem 
also Imust bring; and they shall 
hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one Shepherd. 
This beautiful passage of 
Scripture is explained with 
rreat felicity, and at considera- 
ble length, as teaching, that 
‘Christ had other disciples be- 
side those of the Jewish nation 
and of the time when he was 
speaking; that to collect them 


from eyery part of the world 
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was one of the great duties of 
his office; that when he calls, 
they will know and acknowledze 
him as their Shepherd, and 
cheerfully obey the summons; 
that there shal! then be one fold, 
a single church, a single assem- 
bly of his disciples, one in their 
character, their life, and their 
destination; and that he will be 
the good, the only Shepherd.’ 
pp. 4, 5. In dwelling on this 
explanation, and = after  stat- 
ing that the “yisible and glori- 
ous union of Christians,” which 
had been previous/y described, 
“will not, indeed, be perfectly 
accomplished, until the Aeavens 
shall be no more, the preacher 
expresses himself as follows: 


“Still, the period is advancing; it is 
hastening; in which Christians will be 
most honorably united in the present 
world. The morning is even now ap- 
proaching towards the horizon, and at no 
distant period will actually rise upon this 
dark world, when all distinctions of party 
and seet, of name and nation, of civiliza- 
tion and savageness, ofclimate and color, 
will finally vanish. The day is approach- 
ing, when the traveller, who takes his 
cireuit over the globe, will find Christians 
in every clime, inhabiting every city, and 
village, in his course. Churches will eve- 
ry where gladden his eye; and Hymns of 
praise vibrate upon his ear. From Zem- 
4la to Cape Horn, from California to 
Japan, the heralds of Salvation will re- 
peat to astonished audiences with an en- 
chanting voice the story, brought from 
heaven to the Shepherds of Bethlehem: 
“Unto you is barn in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
Throughont this vast extent, the happy 
race of ./dam, united in a single, solemn 
response, will exclaim, “How beautiful 
on the mountains are the feet of them, 
that bring good tidings; thut publish 
peace; that bring good tidings of good; 
that publish salvution; that say unto Zi- 
on, “Thy Gon reigneth”!” pp.7, 8. 


The other sheep of Christ ate 
then represented as being, in 
Scriptural language, @ great 
multitude which no man can nume- 
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ber, and the gathering of this 
multitude into the one fold is ex- 
hibited as being the very end 
for which Christ was constituted 
head over all things unto his 
Church. The plan of the ser- 
mon is next developed by pro- 
posing these three questions: 
What things are to be done to 
complete this glorious end? In 
what manner are they to be done? 
and By whom are they to be 
done?” p. 9. In answer to the 
first of these inquiries, the 
preacher very eloquently discus- 
ses these propositions. “1. The 
views of mankind concerning 
religious subjects are to be ex- 
tensively changed. 2. A mighty 
change, also, must be wrought 
in the disfosition of man. 3. The 
change wiil not be less in the 
conduct of men.” 

We quote the whole of what 
is urged, under the first of these 
heads. 


“Tt will not be questioned, that Truth 
is invariably an objeet of the Divine com- 
placeney; and Error, of the Divine rep- 
robation. As Gop rejoices in his works; 
so it is impossible, that he should not be 
pleased with truth; which is only a 
declaration of the state of those works, of" 
his agency in accomplishing them, and of 
his character, displayed in that agency. 
Error, which falsifies all these things, 
must, with equal evidence, be odious to 
him. As little can it be questioned, that 
truth is the instrument, through which 
we are sanctified, and made free from 
the bondage of corruption. Beside the 
passages of Scripture, to which I have di- 
rectly alluded, there are others, too nu-— 
merots to be mentioned at the present 
time, which are equally express and de- 
cisive. **T'he Gospel,” says St. Paul, “is 
the power of Gov unto salvation, to ev- 
ery one thut believeth.” “Gf his own 
will begat he us,” says St. James, “dy 
the Word of truth””’ “Who were born,” 
says St. Peter, “not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of 
Gon.’ Hence, to know the truth, to 


walk in the truth, to be of the truth, to 
believe in the trnth, to receive the love of 
the truth, and to abide in the truth, are 
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phtases, synonymous with the character 
of Christians, or good men; or, in other 
words. with Evangelical virtue: while the 
contrary phraseology is adopted every 
where in the Seriptures, to denote, in the 
same defimte manner, the opposite char- 
acter of sin. Norcan it be doubted, that 
truth, with respect to every subject, is 
one thing only; hke its Author, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever. : 
‘But the views, which mankind have 
hitherto entertained conecrning religious 
subjects, and those of the highest impor- 
tance, have been endlessly various and 
discordant. Among the western heathen 
Philosophers, 7Temistius declares, there 
were more than two hundred sects, wide- 
ly differing from each other concerning 
these subjects. Varro was acquainted 
with two hundred and eighty-eight differ- 
ent opinions, adopted by these persons 
concerning the supreme Good; and with 
three hundred, concerning Gov. Many 
volumes have been written, and many 
riore might be written without repetition, 
for the single purpose of reciting, and ex- 
plaining, the different apprehensions of 
this class of mankind concerning things, of 
iigh moment in the religious system. 
Among the varicus schemes, adopted by 
these men, with respect to each religious 
subject, it is mathematically certain, that 
one only can be true. The rest, beyond 
debate, are mere collections of errors. 
These errors, also, are in many instan- 
ces radical: and those, who hold them, 
cannot, so long as they hold them, be 
united to the flock, or gathered into 
the fold, of the Redeemer. Into this 
flock, into this fold, no man, who is a 
worshipper of Jupiter, Venus, or Bue- 
chus, can enter. It is impossible for a 
man to make his way to Heaven by the 
oblation of human sacrifices; or by relig- 
ious suicide. He, who prost-ates himself, 
before a ealf, or a. eat, or finds his god in 
the stock of a tree, cannect, without an 
eutire revolution in his character, be aec- 
cepted by Him, who hath said, “ Coufownd- 
ed be all they that worship graven ime ges.” 
“When Pilate proposed to the Jewish 
rulers and nation to release Christ to 
them: they said, ‘ot this man, but Ba- 
rabbas”’? When he said again, “What 
will ve then, that I shall do with him, whom 
ve call king of the Jews?” They ex- 
claimed, “Lrucify him; crucify him.” 
When he washed his hands 4 a the 
multitude, and said, “I am innocent of 
the blood of this just persen;? they xil 
answered, “His blood be on v3, and ox 
eur children.” ‘To this day, the same 


spirit is retained by theirs descendants. 
They are, still, more hostile to Christ 
than to any other person, and to Christ- 
ianity than to an¥ other religion. 
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very curse, which their aneestors invoked, 
appears sull to rest upon them: and their 
hardness of heart is, according to the 
prediction of their great prophet, a dye- 
word, and an astonishment, to every nda- 
tion, whither they have been driven. 

“The glorious person, who was so furi- 
ously persecuted by ths unhappy nation, 
ceclared to his perseettors, “if ye be- 
liew not, that Iam he; ye shail die in 
your sins.’ Tt eannot be doubted, that 
this declaration exterds its terrible effica- 
ey, with equal certainty, to every subse- 
quent generation. ‘The Jews, therefore, 
can never be brought into the fold of 
Christ, until they renounce their unbe-. 
lef, and essentially change their views 
conceruing the Savior of men. 

“The Koran, so far as it is not copied 
from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, 
is a mass Of falsehoods; and its author was 
by way of emine:ce the filse prophet; 
the most successful, ard the most mis- 
chievous, tmpostor, wh> has ever attempt- 
ed to pervert the faith of mankind. 
Whenever men are turned unto fables, 
they turn away their ears from the truth, 
Even the sound doctrines, which their 
leader derived from the Bible, and pro- 
nounced to be the word of Gen, Moham- 
medans appear, from the b ginning, te 
have universally disregarded, aud forgot- 
ten; and to have confined their ftiith to 
the miserable inventions of the deceiver. 
Christ, acknowledged by .Mohummed te 
be a prophet from Gon, they have entire- 
ly disbelieved. His doctrines they have 
rejected from their erced, and his pre- 
cepts from their moral code. Their faith, 
hope, and obedience, they have restricted 
to the instructions, promises, and pre- 
cepts, of the Koran. This, indeed, is far 
from being strange. T'he iron and the 
clay, although they may seem to be parts 
of the same image, can never be united. 
The doctrines of Mohammed are only 
hostile to those of Christ. He, who re- 
ceives the one class, wili, therefore, cer- 
tainly reject the other Besides, a judicial 
Sentence has gone out against the im- 
posto~, and his followers. “Jf any man,” 
says St. John, “shall add unto these 
things; Gop shall add unto him the 
plagues, thet care written in this book: 
und, if any man shall take away from 
the words of the look of this propiecu, 
Gon shall take awuy his part out of the 
book of life’ A change, therefore, a 
unghty change, must be mode in the 
views of the Mchammedan worl’, before 
it nllions ean be numbered in the flock 
o1 chiise. 

OF the Antichristicn doctrines it ean- 
not be necessary to make'a very particu- 
lav mention at the present time. The 
idolatry of the £omsh church is even more 
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seprehensible than that of the heathen; 
and is infeeted with ail the pollution, at- 
wibuted in the Scriptures to that of the 
Jews. The idols are, here, set upin the 
seiuple of Gop; ac the foot of the mercy 
seat; nmmedately before the Urim and 
Tharamin; and in the very skirts of the 
Shechinahb. The idolatry 1s practised be- 
neath the cross; aud openly insults the 
agonfes of the Savior. Th endless 
train of external services also, in which 
the whole of Religion is placed; the vain 
eblations; the incense, that is an abomi- 
nation; the new moons, and sabbaths; 
she calling of assemblies, wich Gov can- 
not away with; the solemn meeting, 
which zs snig<uity; the appointed feasts, 
which his soul hateth, aid is weary to 
sear; the absolutions, and indulgencies, 
in which the hierarchy esalts its throne 
above the stars of Go», and says, “I will 
be like the Most High,’ toree upon us an 
wresistible conviction, that these Augean 
impurities must all be wash-d away, be- 
tore the Romish world can become clean 
in the sight of the Creator. 

‘‘Nor is it necessary to dwell, here, up- 
enthe vain and deceitful philosophy of 
Infidels, which is after the traditions of 
nen, and the rudiments of this world; and 
not after Christ. The Atheist must be- 
lieve, that there is a Gop; the Sceptic, 
that there is truth, of infinite importance 
so his future well-being; the Deist, that 
there is d Revelation; the Materialist, that 
he has a soul, accountable and immortal; 
the Animalist, that there is good superior 
to sensual ,enjoyment, which must be 
sought and found, if he is ever to be hap- 
py beyond the grave; and the Practical 
unbeliever, that he must not only assent, 
but obey also, and obey with the heart; 
before either ean be blessed in this world, 
er accepted in that which is to come. 

‘i nally, the same ehange of views must 
be found in Protestant nations. All the 
latitudinarian doctrines, which the inge- 
nuity aad labor of man, which the pride 
ef Philosophy, the fove of sin, the wish to 
perpetrate it with quict and safety, and 
the earnest desire to blunt the stings of 
conscience here, and to eseape from a 
terrmble retribution hereafter, have forced 
reason to imvent, or violently compelled 
the Seriptures to declare, will all vanish 
away; and with theido/s of the Heathen, 
Se cast to the moles, and to the bats, 
before those, who hold them, can be as- 
sembled in the fold of the Redeemer. 
Christ must be acknowledged, not only as 
a prophet, but as a Savior; not ‘only as 
our exampla, but as our propitiation; not 
only as our forerunner into the heavens, 
but as our intercessor, also, before the 
throne of Gop; not only as come in the 
flesh, but as over al/, Gon, blessed forever. 


With Paul, men must determine to know 
nothing, as the way of salvation, dut Je- 
sus Christ and him crucified; and Minis- 
ters must feel the tremendous import of 
the anathema, denounced against him, 
who preaches any other Gospel, than 
that which Paul preached. Men must 
cease to create meanings for the Serip- 
tures; and permit Gop to speak for him- 
self. Universally there must be through- 
out the world one Lord acknowledged, 
one..Mediator, and one faith. 

‘This change in the doctrines of men 
is indispensable to the great end, men- 
tioned above, because the character will 
ultimately accord with the doctrines which 
are actually believed, to such a degree, 
that no man is better, and almost every 
one worse, than the doctrines which he 
embraces, declare; beeause truth only, 
conducts the heart to righteousness, 
while error leads it only to sin; and be- 
cause truth is the sole instrument of ouc 
sanctification.” -pp. 9—L5. 


Atthe close of the discussion 
of the change to be effectuated 
in the conduct of men, the fol- 
lowing vivid description of the 
general influence of religion is 
su admirable, that we are unwil- 
ling to omit it. 


‘Then felizion. will resume her proper. 
station; and no longer be subordinated to 
pleasure, gain, and glory; to frantic scram- 
bles about place and power, and the ag- 
grandizement of wretches, who steal into 
office by flattery and falsehood, in order 
to riot on peeulation. From Heaven 
will she descend, clothed with a cloud, and 
a rainbow uhon her head: her face, as ii 
were, the sun; and her feet, pillars of fire. 
In her hand she will hold @ little dc0k>. 
and that book will be opened to the eyes 
of all the fations of men. On its pages 
they will read, in lines of light, “Vow is 
come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our Gov, and the power of his 
Christ.” Gov himse!f will dwell among 
the great family of .2dam, and be their 
Gon; and they shall be his people. The 
joy, which is kindled in heaven over re- 
penting sinners, will be renewed, not 
over one solitary convert, but over nations 
bornina day. ‘The path to Heaven will 
become the great highway of mankind; 
not wandered over by now and then a 
lonely traveller, but crowded with hosts: 
while the broad road to perdition will be 
untroedden and desolate. The shies wilt 


pour down righteousness; and the earift 
open, and bring forth salvation. Aboves 
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all will be sunshine, and smiles: below, all 
will be a paradise. The Church will be 
clothed with the sun; the moon will be 
under her feet; and upon her head a 
crown of twelve stars will beam with im- 
mortal splendor.”? p. 49. 


In answer to the second ques- 
tion, the preacher states, in sub- 
stance, that the great work under 
consideration is to be accom- 
plished, not by miracles, but by 
means; that St. Paul has given 
us the law of procedure, which 
is, that the word of God is to be 
sent into every part of the earth 
with missionaries to explain it, 
and accompanred by other books 
into which the word of God is 
transfused; that these missiona- 
ries are to exhibit the spirit of 
the Gospel as the controlling 
principle of their conduct; that 
the evangelical spirit manifested 
by the Gentiles will convince 
the Jews of the truth of Chris- 
tianity; that this conviction will 
be succeeded by a divine influ- 
ence, which will convert to God 
this long estranged people; and 
that the restoration of the Jews 
to their own country will awaken 
in all nations a conviction of the 
reality and excellence of Chris- 
tianity;—a conviction to be fol- 
lowed, in like manner, by a di- 
vine influence, under which the 
world shall be rapidly and uni- 
versally renewed. 

The whole of the answer to 
the third question, which is ne- 
cessarily much more brief than 
we could have wished it, is as 
follows: 


‘*The third question; “By whom are 
these things to be done?’ admits but of 
one answer. They are to be done by 
Protestant nations; and, extensively, by 
Us. In other words, they are to be 
done by those, to whom Gop has given the 
means, and the disposition. 

“Ou this subject there caa be no de- 
agate. he time for doubt is past. The 


work is begun. Missionaries already in 
great numbers run to and fro: and knowl- 
edge is, even now, greatly increased. 
The Gospel of the kingdom is already 
preached in Greenland; wm Labrador; 
in Tartary; in Hindostan; in China; in 
New Holland; in the Isles of the Pacific 
Gcean, and the Carribbean Sea; in 
Southern America; and in the Africa 
deserts. The voice of Salvation, the 
song of praise to Jenxovan, echoes al- 
ready fram the sides of Taurus, and 
trembles over the waves of the Ganges. 
The Bible has travelled round the Globe. 
The Esquimaux now turns over the pa- 
ges of the Gospel, written in his own 
tongue: the wild inhabitant of the Cuban 
has dropped the Koran; and reads with 
wonder, hope, and joy, the tidings of the 
Savior: and the poor wanderer of Caf- 
fraria listens to the hymn, sung from 
heaven tothe Shepherds of Bethlehem. 
From land to land, and from sea to sea, 
the Word of Jenovan runs, and is glori- 
fied; and throughout its divine career 
sheds,. like its Author, light, and life, and 
happiness, on this benighted world. 

‘In such an enterprise, all, who engage 
init, must be united. Consider how vast the 
work i is;* over what an extent of the earth it 
is to spread; what countless millions it 1s to 
reach; what a multitude of hands must be 
employed; what a multitude of hearts; 
what a multitade of prayers; what exten- 
sive coutributions are necessary to supply 
the expense; and how many heralds of 
salvation must proclaim the glad tidings 
of great joy. kn sucha work, should all 
Protestant nations unite; and all the indi- 
viduals, which those nations eontain; how 
impertcetly sufficient would their labors 
pe ge to che human eye, for the suecess- 

ful accomplishinent of an enterprise so 
vast, a consummation so divine?’ 

“If Christians do not unite their hearts, 
and their hands, they will effectuate noth- 
ing. Solitary efforts will, here, be fruitless. 
Divided efforts will be equally fruitless. 
Clashing efforts will destroy each other. 

“It is ashame, for those, who wear the 
pea of Christians, not to unite with oth- 

- Christians in such a purpose, as this. 
It; is not the purpose of a sect, a party, or 
aname. It is not a purpose of supersti- 
tion, bigotry, or enthusiasm. It is a pur- 
pose of Gov; an objeet of the highest 
complaceney to Infinite wisdom. Shall 
not those, who have been made ta drinic 
into one Spirit, show themselves, while 
professing to aim at such an object, to be 
of one accord, and one mind? Shall not 
iorms, and nodes, here be forgotten; 
and, so far es the attainment of this 
mighty end is concerned, all names be 
lost in that of Christian, and all diversities 
amalgamated by the piety and benever 
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lence of the Gospel? Shall not those, who 
profess to be Christians, prove by their 
harmony in this divine undertaking, that 
they are, indeed, the flock of Christ; that 
they belong to one fold; and that they are 
ted by one Shepherd?” p. 22—24. 


We intreat our readers to 
ponder well the universality of 
the duty, which is so forcibly 
pressed upon the conscience, In 
the preceding paragraphs, Let 
all Christians unite in this great 
work of enlightening the na- 
tions; let them unite with a zeal 
and alacrity proportioned to the 
magnitudeand glory of the cause; 
and their union will make the 
work easy, as well as delightful. 
Ifas much public spirit were 
manifested to print the Bible, 
and support missionaries, Cate- 
chists, and schoolmasters among 
the heathen, as has been mani- 
fested by great communities, in 
all ages of the world, to support 
armies, equip fleets, build cities, 
and perform other great works, 
with a view to extend national 
dominion, or gratify national 
pride;—if all, who give satisfac- 
tory evidence of being real 
Christians, should with one heart 
exhibit a public spirit in the ser- 
vice of their Lord, equal to that 
which is exLibited by the men of 
the world, in the prosecution of 
any object which 1s valuable in 
their estimation, a new and glo- 
rious era would at once dawn 
upon mankind;—an era infinitely 
surpassing all preceding umes, 
so far as benevolent associations, 
iormed and conducted ona large 
scale, are concerned. Good men 
very frequently view charitable 
ciforts as necessarily confined to 
a very contracted scene of oper- 
uions, They seem never to 
bave reflected, that the expense 
of supporting a thousand mis- 
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not greater than that of support- 
ing athousand soldiers in active 
service. The second and third 
rate nations in Europe, have al- 
ways felt able, in modern times, 
to keep a military establishment 
of from fifty thousand to one 
hundred and fifty thousand reg- 
ular troops. What sums might 
be raised to extend the domin- 
ion of the Prince of peace, if a 
proportionate zeal were in oper- 
ation to support the soldiers of 
the cross, 

On the subject of the univer- 
sal obligation to diffuse a knowl- 
edge of Christianity, we shall 
now introduce a paragragh from 
the speech of Mr. William 
Smith, delivered in the British 
House of Commons, on the act 
which opens India to the labors 
of missionaries. He had siated, 
and commented on, some of the 
enormities of the Hindoo wor- 
ship, when he proceeded as fol- 
lows: 


‘Facts like these convinced him not only 
of the necessity of some step being taken 
to meliorate the condition of such a people; 
but when he recollected that these barbari- 
tics were probably performed under the 
eye of the British Government in India, it 
was indeed a lamentable and most culpa- 
ble indifference not to put forth a helping 
hand, and attempt to prevent it. Preter- 
ing, as he did, the mild and rational sys- 
tem of Christianity, and strongly depre- 
cating the pernicious system of Hindoo 
superstition, he could not persuade him- 
self but what it was the duty of the Brit- 
ish Legislature, of every body of men, ot 
every individual, in a country professing 
itself to be Christian, to seek, by ever; 
prudent means, to bring about that im- 
provement, whieh must inevitably, though 
gradually, abolish the exercise of rites si 
shocking to reason and humanity.” Ch. 
Ub. for Aug. 1813. pp. 494, 495. 


We have quoted the forego- 


ing sentences, not on account of 


aby peculiar vigor of thought, 
or expression, contained in them, 
but to present Gur readers with 
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the deliberate opinion of a grave 
statesman, who had his mind 
principally intent vpon the tem- 
poral improvement of the Hin- 
doos. Ifsuch a man thought it 
the duty of every individual in a 
country professing itself to be 
Christian, to promote the happi- 
ness of pegans in this life, by la- 
boring to preciaim Cuhristianity 
among them, how much more 
will this duty be felt. if the mind 
be directed to the everlasting 
elory of which all genuine con- 
verts from idoiatry will partici- 
pate. 

The remainder of the sermon 
is occupicd in urging ‘the mo- 
tives 10 Cngage ii tiiis honorable 
enterprise.’ The first of these 
we cannot abstain from quoting 
eniire. 


“1. The work to which you are sum- 
moned, 1s the Work of Gon. 

“My brethren, it is the chief work of 
Gon, which has been announced to man- 
kin. It is the end of this earthly crea- 
tion. It is the end of this earthiy Provi- 
dence. Itis the glorious end of Redemp- 
tion. It is the subject of the first proph- 
ecy, ever delivered to man. It was re- 
peated in the second. It was reiterated 
in the long train which followed, in a thou- 
sand varieties of sublimity and rapture. 
The eye of the seer, extending a divinely 
enlightened vision dowa the vale of futuri- 
ty, beheld, at an immense distance, this 
glorious object, dimly ascending above the 
horizon. Remote as it was, and ebseurely 
as it was seen; it warmed his mind with 
wonder and transport. The prophet Isaiah, 
sublime beyond any other wriier, aceus- 
tomed to thoughts, fresh from heaven, 
and speaking with a tongue which emu- 
lates that of Angels, rises, whenever this 
subject is presented to his view, above 
hiruseif; and lifis his wing for a loftier 
flight towards the angelic world. And 
shall not we, to whom this dispensation 7s 
nigh, even at the doors, catch a portion of 
his fire, and glow with a share of his cesta- 
sy’? We profess to love Gop. Shall we 
not unite with all the heart, to further the 
divine purpose, for which he made the 
earth and the heavens’? We p:ofess, that 
we have believed in Chiict. Shall we not 
advance with our utinost powers the .x- 


alted end of his labors and sufferings? 
Here, He, for whom are all things, and 
by whom ure all things, is bringing many 
sons unto glory. Here the Redeemer is 
multiplying the trophies of his erags, and 
the many erowns of his final triumph. 
This is the great harvest of the world. He 
is now about to send his angels, to gather 
his elect from the four winds. Whe 
would not unite himself with such labor. 
ers in such an employment?” pp. 24, 25 


The second motive is thug 
stated: “Zhe present is the proper 
time for this glorious undePtak- 
ing.’ The preacher having ob- 
served, in substance, that almos? 
all judicious commentators a- 
gree, thatthe millennium canno! 
be very distant; and having 
sketched out, with a masterly 
pencil, some of the principa! 
features of the wonderiul trans- 
formation to be experienced bj 
mankind? bursts forth in the foi- 
lowing eloquent strain, descrip- 
tive of the urtversal piety to be 
witnessed on the Sabbath: 


‘How astonished must the earth be. 
how delighted the heavens, to behold the 
Sabbath dawn with serenity and peace up 
on Japan; and moving slowly, and sof- 
emuly, round this great world, shed its 
evening lustre upon Cultfornia; and see 
the earth, one vast altar, and the sky one 
maguifieent temple of Jenoyan; perfumed 
with incense, uffered up by the immense 
congregation of man? Who does not dis- 
cern, that the centuries, which will expire 
before the specified date, will be a stinted 
period for the accomplishment of such a 
work as this? Who will not rejoice, and 
take courage, when he hears it proclaimed 
from hea en concerning this very work, 
J, Jenovan, will hasten it in its time. ” 
p- 27. 


This passage is succeeced by 
additional reasons for conside- 
ing the present as the proper 
time. ‘They are worthy of the 
most diligent attention. 


“The present is the proper time," ¢lso, 
beeause this work is setuaily begun; and 
heenn upon en astanishing scale, How wou- 
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derful isit, that so many persons should have 
united in it; that such persoas should have 
nnited in it; that they should have acted 
with se anuch Christian catholicism; that 
so many prejudices, which have hitherto 
been moles, and spots, on the divine as- 
peet of Religion, should have disappeared; 
that contributions should have been so ex- 
tensively, so liberally, so ardently, made; 
‘iat prayers should have mingled in one 
strain of supplication froma thousand lands; 
that the Bible should have traversed the 
globe with the flight of an Eagle; and that 
Missionaries should already have prociaim- 
ed the tidings of eternal life to the four 
sorners of the earth? The streamlet has 
already become ariver: the river will soon 
expand into an ocean. Should these 
efforts cease; should this spirit expire: 
how many generations of mén may pass, 
before the same mighty advantages will 
return; before even the attempt may be 
renewed? 

“There is a crisis in all human affairs. 
Yf seized, it almost ensures success: if lost, 
every thing is lost with it. Sow in season; 
and you will reap a rich harvest. Sow 
ont of season; and you will reap nothing. 
For the great purpose before us the pres- 
ent time ts that crisis. Look at these 
men. Gop summoned them together. 
Look at their efforts. Gov inspired them. 
Look at their success. The blessing 
which created it deseended from Gop. 
The voice of his Providence, powerful 
and full of Vajesty, calls to us, “Go for- 
ward.” wp. 28. 


The third motive is found in 
“the necessity of this work.” 
F,om the discussion of this topic, 
which occupies five pages, and 
concludes the discourse, we 
were much ata loss which part 
toselect. The first of the fel- 
lowing paragraphs closes in a 
manner so eloquent, sO Ime 
pressive, and so perfectly de- 
scriptive of the real state of 
mankind and of the encourage- 
ments to missionary labors, that 
we have fixed upon it. The 
second expatiates on the valuc 
of a single immortal soul. 
The third describes the great 
consummation of successful at- 
tempts to save the heathen, ‘and 
forms the sublime conclusion of 
this truly admirable discourse. 


““The whole world,” says St. John, 
speaking of his own time, ‘eth in wick- 
edness:”’ lieth, (for such is the indication 
of the original,) as a man Slain lies wel- 
tering in his biood. How extensively is 
this strong picture a portrait of the world 
al the preseat moiaent? Cast your cyes 
abroad over this great globe, and mark 
low vast a portion of its surface is, in the 
moral sevse, an immense field of death; 
a place of graves; a catacomb, where 
svuls are buried, to wake no more. Look 
narrowly. Nota limb moves; not a bos- 
om heaves. Listen. Not asound trem- 
bles ou the ear. Life has vanished: and 
soiitade, and silence, brood over this re- 
ceptacle of departed men. Who would 
not obey the voice, which commands, 
“Take ye away the stone from this cave;”’ 
wlale the Son of Gov stands before the 
entrance, ready to call to each of its 
slumbering inhabitants, “Luzarus come 
forth2”” pp. 28, 29. 


“The great duty before us is to rescue 
men from sin and perdition. All numbers 
halt; all comprehension, besice that which 
is infinite, sits down in despair; when the 
worth o the soul, and the import of its 
eternal happiness or eternal woe, are to 
be estimated. Ascend on the wing of 
thought to the world of life. Station 
yourselves before the throne of infinite 
Greatness. Behold there an immortal mind, 
no longer a rebel against its Maker, ne 
longer an outcast from his kingdom; but a 
child, an heir cf Gov; a joint heir with 
Jesus Christ to the heaveuly inheritance: 
its sin washed away in the blood of the 
Lamb: its conflicts ended: its victory 
achieved: its crown of glory won: and its 
career of transport commenced, to im- 
prove and brighten forever. Weigh this 
mind, and the blessings treasured up for 
its enjoyment, with the silver and the gold, 
the pains and the labors, which you, and 
all others, may be supposed to conti bute 
for the accomplishment of its salvation: 
and you will pronounce thei all nothing, 
less than nothing, and vanity. Weigh 
against such a mind, the world, which we 
inhabit. Weigh agaiust it the uuiyerse, 
with all its worlds, au suns, and syste.ns: 


and you will pronouue, them, the drop of 


the bucket, and the small dus: of ihe bal- 
ance.” pp. 30, 51. 


“You are not to rejoice merely in be- 
holding the renovation, virtue, aud hap- 
piness, ofa world. You are not merely 
to foilow in thought a single sancti‘ied 
spirit, or millions of such spirits to the 
realins ef glory. The day is on the wing 
in which we, and they, shall heur the voice 
of the Archungel, and the trump of Gon, 
summoning ali whe are in their craves te 
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came forth. What thoughts will it then 
awake in the soul; with what emotions 
will the bosom heave; when the eye looks 
round upon the divine assembly of perfect 
minds, re-united to bodies, raised in in- 
corruption, power, and glory; to be con- 
scious, that even one immortal being has 
been rescued from the secon¢ death, and 
placed in the possession of endless life. 
How will the heart labor; how will the 
soul expand with vast conceptions; when 
it beholds, not one, but hundreds, thoxs- 
ands, millions, led by the efforts of our- 
selves, and our contemporaries, from the 
east, and the west, from the north and 
the south, to the right hand, of the Judge; 
and acknowledged before the universe 
as his friends and followers. AndO, my 
brethren, with what eestacy shall we ac- 
company them to Heaven; seat ourselves 
by their side; learn from them the story 
of their salvation; and hear, pronounced 
by their own lips with a gratitnde, which 
will increase forever, “The glory of this 
delightful world, the blessings’of this im- 
mortal life, we owe first to Gop, and next 
to vou?” Unto Him, that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood; 
and hath made ws kings, and priests, unto 
Gon, even his Father: to lim be glory, 
and dominion, forever and ever! Amr.” 


BO 3a 


pp. 52, 33. 


We hope our readers will not 
be satisfied with the foregoing 
extracts, copious as they are, but 
will procure the sermon for 
themselves. We can assure 
them, that a perusal more than 
once repeated has not diminish- 
ed our admiration of it, a3 a 
splendid piece of composition, 
or as a just and forcible appeal 
to Christians in favor of the mis- 
slohary cause. 


Li. 4 reformation of morals pfirac- 
ticable and indispensable: A 
sermon delivered at New Hav- 
en, on the evening of Oct. 27, 
1812. By Lrman BEECHER, 
Pastor of the First Church in 
Litchfield, ( Conn.) New Hav- 
en. 1812. 

Constitution of the Massachusetts 
Society for the Suppression of 
Intemperance, And Report of 


the Board of Counsel prepared 
for the anniversary of the So- 
ciety, May, 28, 1813. 

Connecticut Society for the Pro- 
motion of Good Morals, 
Formed in Hartford, May 19, 
1813. | 


Tae events of the last quarter of 
a century, andthe signs of the 
present times, are without a par- 
allel, in the history of the world. 
Since the commencement of this 
period, the wheels of Providence 
have rolled on with unexampled 
rapidity, shaking terribly the 
earth in their progress, and 
threatening still deeper and more 
awful concussions, than have 
yet been experienced. Within 
this period, the fountains of the 
great moral deep have been brok- 
en ufty and an overwhelming 
flood of infidelity has desolated 
some of the fairest portions of the 
globe. Within this memorable 
period, every thing, almost, has 
been great. The devil has come 
down with great wrath.™ Under 
his dark banner, the beast and 
the false prophet have mustered 
a n.ighty host, for the subversion 
of all existing governments and 
the destruction of Christianity. 
The wicked, every where, have 
been giants in wickedness, and 
in many instances giatits in 
power. While they have walk- 
ed triumphantly through »the 
earth, they have blasphemously 
set their mouth against the heav- 
ens,t and madly attempted to 
overthrow the pillars, that sup- 
port the throne of Omnipotence. 
Military operations have been 
conducted on a_ tremendous 
scale, and the storm of war has 
again and again, swept over 


* Rev. xii, 12.0 


+ Ps, Ixxiii, 9. 
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nearly the whole continent of 
Europe, with a fury and rapidity 
wholly unknown and unthought 
of before. Veteran armies 
have been destroyed and king- 
doms conquered, almost in 
a day. What are now called 
mere affairs of outposts would 
formerly have been considered 
as great battles. The customa- 
ry marches of the modern Sen- 
nacherib through populous and 
warlike nations in arms against 
him, have been such as Hanni- 
bal and Cesar would have deem- 
ed it madness to attempt. The 
lust of dominion has increased 
with its extension; and the 
flames of war, which had al- 
ready consumed nearly every 
thing valuable throughout, a 
large part of the old world, have 
rapidly extended, till the two 
great continents of LTurope 
and America are wrapt in one 
mighty blaze. 

But we bless God, that 
vrath he has remembered mercy: 
‘hat there is a bright, as well as 
2 dark side to the cloud, that 
now hangs over the earth. If 
the enemy has been.coming in 
ike a flood, the Spririt of the 
Lord has lifted up a standard 
against him. Vf infidelity has 
put forth a rank and noxious 
vegetation, the servants of the 
Most High have been strength- 
ened to mow it down. If the 
earth has produced Philistines, 
the Lord has raised up Samsons 
to crush them or put them to 
fieht. Ifthe armies of the liv- 
ing God have been defied by a 
succession of Goliahs, there 
have not been wanting Davids 
to meet them with the sling and 
the stone. If great efforts have 
been made to destroy the 


Church, great and successful 
Vou. IX. 
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efforts have also been made to 
lenethen her cords and strength- 
en her stakes. Wf the prince of 
darkness has put forth all his 
strength, the Lord has shown 
himself stronger than he. If 
the apostles of infidelity and er- 
ror have been unusually numer- 
ous and zealous, so have been 
the heralds of the cross. If the 
furnace of Babylon has _ been 
heated seven times hotter than 
usual, the servants of Jehovah 
have been seen walking un- 
touched in the flame. If evi/ 
men and seducers have been 
multiplying and waxing worse 
and worse,the disciples of Christ, 
we doubt not, have, at the same 
time, been increasing in num- 
bers and in graces. If the Bi- 
ble has been attacked with un- 
heard of virulence and blasphe- 
mies, it has been defended with 
unexampled ability and complete 
success. If, in fine, the dragon 
has poured forth a flood out of 
his mouth after the woman, the 
earth has helped her by swallow- 
ing it up; and, in the mean 
time, the holy waters from the 
Sanctuary have begun to flow, 
in genie, increasing and fer- 
tilizing streams, through the 
de 5 anagy regions of paganism. 
Yes, (O cheering thought) 
God is according to ancient 
promise duilding the walls of Zi- 
en in troublous times. It is 
within the short, but momentous 
period, which we have been con- 
templating, that HUNDREDS of 
Bible Societies, and almost all 
the missionary societies now in 
existence, have been formed. It 
is within this period, that Chris- 
tians of various denominations, 
in Europe, Asia, and America, 
have brought their free-will of- 
ferings to Ged, for the pramo- 
47 
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tiun of his cause, with a zeal, and 
largeness of heart never equalled 
since the days of the Apostles. 
And it is within this period, 
more especially the latter part of 
it, that efforts to do good, wheth- 
eron alarge scale or a smail 
one, whether at home or abroad, 
have been eminently crowned 
with the Divine blessing. 

Perhaps some of our readers 
may be ready to think, that in 
the preceding remarks, we have 
lost sight of the sermon and the 
socicties, which are placed at 
the head of this article. We 
can a sure such, (if such there 
are,) that though our eye may 
seem to have wandered, we have 
steadily kept in view the point 
at which we aimed, when we sat 
out. The infant societies of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut 
for pron.oting good morals, are 
not, indeed, such firm and_ lofty 
pillars, in the spiritual temple 
which God is now building on 

earth, as are the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the great 
English missionary societies, 
and many other similar institu- 
tions- But we certainly regard 
their formation as among the 
auspicious events of the pres- 
ent day, and indulge the pleas- 
ing hope, that under the smiles 
and guidance of a gracious Prov- 
idence, they will speedily attain 
to the vigor and strength of 
manhood, and bear a distinguish- 
ed part, in bringing abouta gen- 
eral and thorough reformation— 
that they will stand as_ sentinels 
before the Ark of God; and wazx- 
ing strong in the Lord and in 
the power of his might, will do 
exploits, 

Mr. Beecher’s ser:non first 
claims our attention, as it was 


preached antecedentiy to the or- 
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ranization of the above named so- 
cieties,and withthe avowed object 
of pointing out the instant neces- 
sity of vigorous and united efforts, 
on the part of all the wise and 
good, for the preservation of out 
moral and religious institutions. 
The discourse is characterized 
by perspicuity, piainness and 
eood sense. We regarditasa 
handsome specimen of clear, 
strong thinking, and good writ- 
ing. The se:tences are pener- 
ally short, simple and_ pointed. 
The style is every where manly, 
often distinguished by a nervous 
conciseness, sometimes boldly 
figurative, and towards the close 
marked by a good degree of 
genuine pathos. The thoughts, 
for the most part, are guast fa- 
miliat; 1, e such as, when sug- 
geste, make us wonder why 
they never struck us just so be- 


fore. The divisions sre natural, 
and the various illustrations 
striking. Mr. Beecher comes, 


like a man of business and skill, 
directly tothe point. He “speaks 
right on.” He is too ardent in 
the pursuit of his object. to turn 
aside after flowers, or even to 
gather them, when they come 
in his way. Ii he was ever 
troubled with the temptation, 
which so easily besets many wri- 
ters, to sacrifice strength to 
smoothness, and sense to seund, 
he has evidently triumphed over 
it. Not that he appears to be 
an enemy to all ornament, or te 
despise the use of the file. For 
if his periods. are sometimes 
abrupt, they are often weil turn- 
ed, and never obscure’ If the 
bones and sinews and muscles 
are in some piaces rather toe 
visible, in others they are hand- 
samely, if not ciegantly, covered. 
If his figures are not inyariably 
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supported throughout to the full 
satisfaction of a mere critic, they 
are judiciously chosen, and perti- 
nenuy introduced. 

But it is time to give our read- 
ers an Opportunity to judge of 
the discourse for themselves, so 
far aS we can do it, by present- 
ing them witha brief analysis, 
and a few extracts. ‘lhe text is 
foundin Ez xxxii, 1) = =here- 
fore, O theu son of man, speak 
wnto the house of Israel, Thus 
ye sfteak, saying,tf our transgres- 
sions and our sings be upfion us, 
and we fine away in them, how 
should we then live. Mr. Beech- 
cr’s doctrine trom these words 
is,“ That a work of retormation, 
in a ume of great moral de- 
clension, ts a ditdicu't, but by no 
means an impracticable work.” 
To iitustrate and enforce this 
doctrine he proposes, 

]. fo consider some of the 
dificuities, which mzy be ex- 
pected ty impede such a work, 

{l. to show, that it is, not- 
Withsianding, entirely practica- 


bie. ~ 


IfI. To consider some of the 
ways in which it may be suc- 
cessfully attempted: And 

IV. The motives to immedi- 
ate exertion. 

The difficulties which the 
preacher anticipates, are such as 
result from the number = and 
character of those who must be 
affected by such a work; partic- 
ularly, from the selfish who 
thrive on the vices of others— 
from those whose friends are 
immoral——from the timid, 
falsely called peace-makers— 
from the indolent—from those 
who are too much absorbed in, 
their own concerns to think of 
the public weal—from the slaves 
of popularity—from the unman- 
ly dejection of some, and the un- 
warrantable expectations of oth- 
ers, that Providence will inter- 
pose to save us, without the 
use of means—from the cry of 
innovation, on the part of some, 
aud of no danger, on the part of 
others. 

( To be continued. } 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


HAMPDEN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

fm conformity to an intimation in p. 330 of 
our work, we now publish the address 
of this Society. We have observed, 
that papers of this kind receive from the 
wise aud reflecting pecuiiar considera- 
tion. They ought to receive it, as they 
are composed with deliberation, by men 
of experience, who have a benevoleat 
regard to the best interests of the com- 
munity, and of mankind, Ep. 


To Christians of every denomination. 


Tar object of this aldress is to call your 
attention to a general, and as faras it is 
possible, a universal distribution of the 
iloly Seriptures among all classes of 
stizens. 


Very much has been done in every pari 
of the world by societies formed in Great 
Britain for this purpose. In almost every 
part of the United States associations have 
been formed to accomplish this object; 
bit much more yet remains to be done. 
We presume you cannot be ignorant of 
the unrivalied exertions made by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and of 
the very extensive suecess which has at- 
tended them. This society was first 
formed in the year 1804, and it appears 
by their last annual report, that in the last 
year they expended more than $146,000;* 


* During the year which ended with. 
last April, that Society and other Bible 
Societies in Great Britain and. Ireland 
expended abgut 4Q0,909. Fn, 
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and had, in the whole, distributed very 
nearly 452,000 Bibles and ‘Testaments. 
Put as their views are directedtoevery part 
of the known world, their field of exertion 
isimmense. In every part of the united 
kingdom of Great Britain and breland, aux- 
ijiary societies are formed, many of them 
having under them Bible associations, the 
principal objects of which are to provide 
the Seriptures for the poor in their im- 
mediate neighborhood. Several sotieties 
already have been established, in this Com- 
monwealth and they are rapidly inereas- 
ing. We trust that the inhabitants of this 
county will not be silent and mactive 
spectators of these exertions. 

We will not for a moment suppose it 
possible that any can doubt the importance 
of the universal diffusion of the Bible 
among all classes of the people. “It is 
the Great Charter, which makes even the 
slave afreeman. How multiplied and ex- 
tensive the evils for which human legisla- 
tors can provide no remedy. They are 
to be removed only by that influence 
which reaches the heart. The diligent 
perusal of the Seriptures can scarcely fal 
to elevate the standard of principle, to 
raise the tone of morals, to tame the 
fiereeness of the passions, to make men 
better in all the domestic relations of 
life;” better neighbors, better citizens and 
members of civilsociety. But when man 
is considered as an immortal being, and 
the Holy Scriptures as containing the 
words of eternal life, as revealing the will 
of God to man, as teaching the only way 
to glory, honor and immortality, all 
rust unite in declaring them “the pearl 
of ereat price,” to obtain which a wise 
man will sell all that he hath. The 
law of the Lordis perfect, converting 
the soul—the testimony of the Lord 
ze sure, making wise the simple—the 
statutes of the Jord are vight, re- 
joicing the heart. t ought ever to be re- 
membered by us, that our aneestors came 
to this country with very little except 
their Bibles, that they might read and en- 
joy them without molesiation; and that 
every thing valuable in our character or 
circumstances is to be traced to this book. 
All consider the Bible as the standard of 
truth, all appeal to it to deeide their faith 
and practice. The object of the society 
therefore embraces men of every deserip- 
tion. Whatever may be said of creeds 
and rules of discipline, none can object 
tothe Bible without note or comment; all 
therefore, of every denomination of Chris- 
tians, are bound to unite their efforts to 
spread it through the world. 

it is possible some may imagine that 
there can be no great necessity for the 
interference of such a society as this; 


~S 


nat the poor are or may be sufficiently 


supplied without its aid. We bless God 
that the Bible is so extensively possessed; 
we wish it were universally enjoyed. But. 
we are convineed the fact is otherwise. 
From actual investigation it has been found 
that in this state and in Connecticut, as 
well as in other places, there is a ver 
great deficiency: some are entirely desti- 
tute; some have had good Bibles; but they 
now possess only fragngents; some copies 
aire so torn and defaced that even expert 
scholars could not readthem. There can 
be no doubt but that the same result 
would foliow an investigation in this coun- 
ty. Ministers as well as others who 
have not thoroughly examined, will, to 
their surprise, find great numbers with- 
out Bibles. Let no one make this objec- 
tion ull he has been to every house, and 
upon actual examination found a sufficient 
number of whole and legible Bibles. 

Will any one, prone to excuse himself 
from this eharity, say that the destitute 
situation of the poor is their own fault. 
This is by no means universally true. But 
be it granted: they are not the less to be 
pitied or relieved. Do such objectors con- 
sider what merit of theirs gives them a 
right to the blessings which they enjoy. 
To what do you owe your birth and educa- 
tion in a Christian country? Who hath 
made you to differ? 

Was not the Bib'e first given on account 
of the fault of man? Did not HE to whom 
all the prophets bare witness, the Desire 
of all nations, come to preach the Gospel 
to the poor—to redeem and to save those 
that were lost? Does it concern you to 
know how the objects of this charity 
might have done better? You give to sup- 
ply the temporal wants of those, whose 
carelessness, whose follies, whose vices, 
have brought them inte extreme dis- 
tress; and you herein do well, to imitate 
him that sendeth his rain on the just anc 
on the unjust. 

You would be filled with horror and 
anguish, should you knowiagly suffer one 
of your poor, improvident neighbors, to 
perish with hunger, whea you could eas- 
ily supply him with food. And will you 
feel no remorse, when you withhold the 
Bread of Life, and permit him to suffer 
everlasting destruction? ’ 

You direct medicine to be given to the 
poor when sick, though you cannot be 
certain that it will save him from death, 
and must certainly know that the time 
will come, when medicine cannot save 
him. Will you be so solicitous to save the 
dying body, and refuse your assistance to 
save the soul from eternal death, while 
you know that what you give may 
be the means of escaping the second death? 
Do you fear your gift may be abused? 


Accompavy it with fervent praver, Lhigg. 
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he who receives it may make it the man 
of his counsel, at all umes. Remember 
to his own master he standeth ov falleth. 
This charity is less liable to be abused 
than almost any other. ‘lo some it may 
indeed be the savor of death unto death; 
but even when this is the case, and one 
who receives it despises it, the very Bible 
which he despises may be destined to great 
and extensive good. It ought to be men- 
tioned with gratitude to the Father of 
mercies, that at the time when He has 
puc it into the hearts of so many to aid 
in distributing His holy word, He has most 
remarkably given those to whom it is se: it, 
«a disposition to emp e it with great tha: ik- 
fulness, and, as far as can be perceived, in 
many instances, a coun to obey it. Say 
not then, Surely in vain is the word of 
the Lord given to them. 

The diffusion of the Seriptures, without 
note or comment, is the sole and exelu- 
sive object of this socicty. 

The first attention wil be paid, to sup- 
ply the destitute in the county, either 
gratuitously, or at reduced prices. The 
terms of the constitution, hold out an op- 
portunity to all persons, to supply their 
tamilies with Bibles, at the same time that 
they can contribute to the relief of the ne- 
cessitous, and aid the funds of the society. 

Though this is our immediate objcet, 
we hope ina short time to be able to con- 
tribute our assistance, that all men, of ev- 
ery nation, may read in their own tougue 

the wonderful works of God. 

We therefore request all, to lend their 
aid to this benevolent object. But min- 
isters of the Gospel, especially, are respect- 
iully called upon to recommend, patronize, 
and support it. Upon your exertions, we 
must principally depend, in distributing 
the Bible. You direet your hearers to 
scareh the Scriptures, and will willingly 
aid im enabling them to obtain them, 
When we turn from the distracted state 
ot the world to these societics, the pros- 
pect is animating. We most fervently 
pray, that the everlasting Gospel may be 
preached to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people; and that all the 
ends of the earth may speedily unite in the 
heavenly song, Blessing and honor, glory 
and power, be unto him that sitteth on 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, fer ever. 


BIBLE SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA, 


We have the pleasure of stating to onr 
readers, that a Bible Society has lately 
been formed, under promising atispices, 
in the oldest and one of the largest of the 
American States. We publish the Ad lress, 
and such articles of the Constitution as 
will be generally interesting. “Phe plan 


-t the Soe iety seems to haye beer jormeéd 
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on a large scale, and with reference to 
future wide ‘ly extended operations. In 
this we rejoice. ‘The address and the 
constitution distinctly recognize the claims 
of the heathen upon the charity of Chris- 
tians. The same spirit, which prompts 
to active exeriious in circulating the 
Scriptures amovg ours clves, will prompt 
to bestow the same blessing upon the 
heathen, whenever it shail be “practicable. 
It appears that Auxiliary Bible Societies 
were about to be furined iu ditcrent paris 
of Virginia. Ep. 


ADDRESS OF THE MANAGLKS OF THE BI- 
BLE SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA, TO THE PUB- 
LIC. 


A socrety for the distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures to the poor in our country, 
and to the Heath ren, has been re cently 
instituted in the city of Richmond. ‘The 
Managers of this association solicit the 
attention of the public to the following 
brief statement of the origin and de signs 
of the institution, the interests of which 
they have in charge. _ 

About ten years ago, an association was 
formed in England, under the name of 
“The British and Foreign Bible Society. 
It was soon perceived that this institution 
would be productive of the most impor- 
tant benefits, both to the Christian and 
Heathen world. Under the favor of Prov- 
idence, it has been suecessful bevond the 
most sanguine hopes of its friends. The 
establishment of this society soon attracte 
ed the attention of the friends of religion 
in this country; and first in Philadelphia, 
afterwards in various other towns, in the 
United States, associations were formed 
for the charitable distribution of the Holy 
Seriptures. In imitation of this good ex- 
ample, a society has been established in 
our metropolis for the same purpose of 
love. For the general principles, accord- 
ing to which this institution is to be con- 
ducted, reference is requested to the Con- 
stitution , subjoined to this address. 

It has. been already stated, that the ob- 
ject of the society is the distribution of 
the Brnue. It would seem needless, as 
well as arrogant, to recommend this Boole 
to the Christian public. They who are 
acquainted with its doctrines, its preeepts 
and promises; and have felt their life-giv- 
ing influences, Lave written on their hearts 
a ‘comstiondntion of the Holy Seriptares, 
which supersedes the necessity of any 
other: ‘To persons of a contrary charac- 
ter we would sugvest, that these w? VLLUNLS 
were given by inspiration of God; are 
profitable for correction, for reprool, for 
instruction In ri chteousnes: ‘ss. “The¥ make 
known to us what God is; and the daty 
which he requires 06 man.—Ll ford 
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the best rules of “holy Aving;” and teach 
the only way tod happy. They are 
adapted to every ge aud nation: and 
to every variety 1 the cireumstances of 
man.—They teach rulers to love right- 
eousness; and the people to render obedi- 
ence to the laws, and reverence to the 
magistrate. ‘They teach husbands to be 
faithtul, wives to be submissive, and chil- 
dven to be dutiful: They make humane 
masters, and honest, industrious servants: 
They jay suitable restraints upon the 
passions of the young, and afford strength 
to the eld.—They are our guide in per- 
plexity, our comfort in sorrow, our stay 
and support ia the hour of death. The 
light that beams from them, illuminates 
even the da.Kness of the grave, and ena- 
bles us tosee beyond it a “better country” 
than this, “even a heavenly.” Ina word, 
they fit us for both worlds, for earth and 
heaven, for the life that now is, and for 
that which is to come. 

They who cordially receive the Serip- 
tures esteem them their best treasures 
but do not wish, like the miser with his 
gold, to lock them up in a sure place and 
debar others fram the use and enjoy- 
ment of them. When once the word of 
God enters the mind, and is received in 
love into the heart, it creates the desire 
that others may feel its salutary influence, 
and rej ice in its consolations. Whea 
onee this treasure is duly valued aid truly 
enjoyed, the wish is exeted that the 
whole human family may partake of it. 
Hence, the efforts now making to circu- 
late the Seriyptures. Hence have origin- 
ated numerous institutions in our own, 
and in other countries, whese objcet it is 
to make known divine truth to all the na- 
tions of the earth. To aid in the great 
and glorious work of spreading the glad 
tidings of great joy chrough all the world, 
is the object of the Bible Society of Vir- 
ginia. Already, that stream of heavenly 
mercy, which for ages had been confined 
and limited in its course, has begun to 
flow into all lands, and to diffuse through 
them its fertilizing influences. It is now 
allowed us to hope, that at no distant peri- 
od, and chiefly through the instrumentali- 
ty of Bible Svcicties, “Rivers of gladness 
will water all the earth, and clothe all 
climes in beauty.” Even now the solitary 
place is made glad, and the wilderness 
buds and blossoms as the rose. To aid 
even in the. smallest proportion, and as 
the humblest instruments, in the establish- 
ment of Christ’s kingdom in all the earth, 
will be an honor in the judgment of the 
Managers of the Bible Society of Virginia, 
ina very high degree transcending any 
thing, and every thing, that the world cau 
bestow. They therefore affectionately, 
and respectfully invite Christians, ofevery 


ereed and denomination, to unite with 
them* (as they may well do) in this labor 
of love; and let there be an undivided ef. 
fort to communicate to the whole hunan 
family, the light and the hope, and the 
peace, which the Gospel affords. 

That there is at present great need for 
the exercise of this charity, is most mani- 
fest to aay impartial inquirer. Wide is 
the dominion of sin in this world. Dark 
is the cloud of ignorance and error now 
covering the earth. Unnumbered mil- 
lions ot the human race are now under 
the influence of Mahommedan delusion, or 
iavoived in heathenish darkness.—Who. 
can contemplate the wretched outcasts 
of Afr'ea, the miscrable victims of Hin- 
doo superstition, or the savages of our 
own wileruess, engeged in their obscene 
and bloody rites, misnamed religion, and 
not feel the invincible persuasion, that 
Christians, who rejoice in tlie blessed 
hopes of the Gospel, ought to contribute 
a portion of “their substance,” for the 
purposes of seuding the messages of* 
ifeavenly mercy to these benighted na- 
tions?—But if these objects of charity 
shoull appear to be too remote, to excite 
an interest in the breast of gny among us, 
let us look at home. We are ealleda 
Christian people, and with good reason 
we rejoice in the light which shines aroand 
us; but there are numbers in this highly 
favored land of ours, who have no Bibles. 
ln the neighborhood of our large towns, 
on boch our eastern and western frontier, 
aud among our soldiers and sailors, the 
Bible might be distributed to great advan- 
tage. Recent as is our institution, appli- 
cation has alveady been made in behalf of 
the poor who are destitute of the Scriptures. 
Should the Bible Socicty of Virginia be 
able to furnish the word of lite to all the poor 
in our state, even this work will be a work 
of love to be had in everlasting remein- 
branee. But in addition to this, it will 
be a great convenience to many, not abso- 
lutely unabie to purchase the Bible, to be 
supplied with the Seriptures at prime cost. 
Acd further, there is reason, from what 
has taken place in other countries, to en- 
tertain the hope, that many who have 
hitherto neglected the lessons of heavenly 
wisdom, will be excited by the exertions 
of the Bible Society of Virginia, to study 
the Seriptures—Whether then we re- 
gard our own countrymen or the Hea- 
then; the poor or the rich; we shall see 
that Providence opens a field of useful la- 
bor for us; and we shall find powerful mo- 
tives to the most vigorous exertions in be- 
half of our institution. 

And as there is great need of Bible So- 


* The Scriptures are to be distributed 
svithout nofe er camment. 
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cieties, $0 there is sauch to encourage the 
hope that oar labor shall not be in vain in 
the Lord. The cause which we espouse, 
is the cause of Heaven. No institutions 
of charity that the world ever saw, have 
been so favored by a gracious Providence, as 
these which have for their simple and sub- 
lime object, the universal diffusion of the 
Holy Seriptures. God smiles upon this 
work of love in which his people are en- 
gaged. Indications of Provideniial inter- 
positions, which cannot be mistaken, have 
on many oceasions excited the hopes, avd 
animated the exertions of the friends of 
Bibie Socities. 

The blessed effects of these institutions 
have been felt, not only by the objcets, 
but also by the bestuwers of this charity. 
The gift of a Bible has often proved to be 
Jike the exercise of mercy, “twice blest; 
in him who gives it and in him who takes.” 
They, who have contributed ther mo.ey, 
and employed their tune in sending the 
invitations of grace tothe poor a:.d destitute, 
have ofien been made rich in the gifts of 
heavenly mercy, and have bee: made to re- 
joice, with joy unspeakable aind full of glory. 

Again; Christia.s of all Cenominations 
have united in this as a common cause. 
Catholies and Protesiants, of every de- 
nomination have, in mas.y instan.ees, com- 
bined their efforts in this glorious work, 
and the effeet has been to shake the 
foundation of those prejudices which have 
long been the reproach of the Church.— 
Christians who have been for ages kept 
asunder; have been brought together. 
They have seen that, although differing in 
minor matters, they have all one great ob- 
ject in view, the glory of God in the sal- 
vation of man; and they have loved as 
brethren—Protestants have held out the 
hand of brotherly kindness to Catholies, and 
Catholics have implored the benediction 
of Heaven upon Protestants, for the git 
of the Bible. To hear the acknowledge- 
ments of gratitude made by the objects of 
this charity, is enough to make a Christian 
think himself unfortunate, in not having 
heretofore aided in the distribution of 
Bibles. From many parts of the world, 
the voice of praise and thanksgiving is ad- 
dr essed to the God of Love, that he ever 
putit intothe hearts of his people to es- 
tablish Bible Societies. From the north- 
ern to the southern extremity of Europe, 
from Africa and Asia, and from many 
parts of this western world, prayer is 
offered to Almighty God for his blessing 
en those who give Bibles. In places 
where, thirty years ago, the orgies of a 
eruel superstition were perpetrated, the 
God of love is worshipped in spirit and in 
wuth.— Wretches who seemed destined to 
stain with their blood the altars of the In- 
‘dian Moloch, are now washed in the foun- 


tain openedin Mount Zioh, sud sing the 
praises of the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world. Through the 
instrumentality of Bible Societies, the 
abodes of misery have been made to re- 
sound with the voice of gladness. The 
child of sickness and poverty has been 
made partaker of heavenly consolation, 
and has ben taught to seek a place in 
that country where there is no sick \ess, 
nor sorrow, nor death; a portion in that 
inheritance, whch is incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and never iadeth away. 

One other motive will be submitted 
for considerauon before the clove «f this 
address. Lo umes of danger*the favor of 
Heaven, is the safety of a nation,~—‘‘If 
God be for us, who cai, be against us.”— 
But to cbtain this iavor we must co the 
will of God; we ust jmitate him who 
hath taught us that “it is more biessed to 
give than to rceeive;”? We must not for- 
get “to ao guod avd to communicate, for 
with such ac.ifices God is wcll pleased.” 

‘Lhe Managers of the Bible Society of 
Virgina would then mate a solemn and 
affectionate appeat to the peuple of this 
state, in beheif of the poor and destitute, 
the ignorant aud erring, both in our coun- 
try and among the hieathen: And would 
call upon them, as’ men, as patriots, as 
Christians, to aid in extending the saving 
health of the Gospel to all nations.— Thus 
wili the blessing of souls ready to perish. 
come upon you, and thus, your gold and 
silver, iistead of ‘eating as doth a canker,” 
will make to you friends who will receive 
you into everlasting habitations; and final- 
ly, .hus will the blessing of Almighty 
God “which maketh rich and addeth no 
sorrow therewith,” be bestowed on you 
and your beloved country. Let all those 
whom Heaven hath blessed in their store, 
contribute te this noble charity. Let aux. 
iliary societies be formed in every county 
and town in our state, to correspond with 
the parent institution, afford their contri- 


butions, and receive such supplies as are. 


neces: ary:—in a word, let Virginia be one 
great Bible Society, vigorously exerting 
itself to diffuse widely as the ruin produc- 
ed by sin, the remedy provided in the 
Gospel of the grace of God. 

The Managers cannot conclude their 
address without commending their infant 
institution to the care and favor of Al- 
mighty God, and imploring his blessing, 
without which all sehemes are vain, al} 
efforts fruitless. They also pray for the 
same blessing on their country. May it 
be a land of righteousness and peace.— 
May Virginia be an instrument in pro- 
moting the great designs of heavenly mer- 
cy to a lost world; and may the effort now 
commenced, never cease, until everyfam- 
ity on earth is pessessed of a Bible, and 
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every heart made Lo rejoice in the salva. 
tion of God. 
Signed by order of the Board. 
J. Bocuanan, President. 
J. Ht. Rice, Corresponding Secretary. 


CONSTITUTION. 


1. The title of this Seciety shall be, 
"The Bible Society of Virginia’ 

2. The object of the Soviety is, the dis- 
tribution of Bibles and Tesiaments to the 
“ss of our country, and to the Heathen. 

The version of the Scriptures pro- 
cured for distribution shail be that in 
common use; except when it is thought 
expeglient to distribute copies in foreign 
languages, in which case, regard shall 
always be had to fidelity in the transla- 
iion to the originals; and, in every ease, 
the Seriptures distributed shall be without 
note or comment. 

Persons of every religious creed or 
denomination may become members of 
this Society, upon p aying - five dollars sub- 
scription money, and bindi ling themselves 
to pay four dollars annually, so long as 
they choose to continue in the Society. 
The payment, however, of fifty dollars in 
advance, shall, witheut any further eon- 
tr bution, constitute a person member for 
iife. 

8. The duty of the Managers of this 
Society shall be to purchase and distribute 
Bibles and Testaments tothe poor, and to 
the Heathen, in the way that sh: appear 
to them best calculated to supply the 
spiritual wants of the objects of this char- 
ity; and they shall keep a regular account 
of all their proceedings and expendi iure-; 
of which they shall lay a report before the 
Society at its annual meeting. 

12. Two thirds of the Men ibers of this 
Socicty may make alterations in this con- 
stitution when it may be expedient; ex- 
cept that the third article shall be un- 
changeable. 


Managers for the present year. 
Rev. Joun Buenanan, President, 


— Jacon Griee, € Vice Pres 
—- Jonn H. Rict, Cor. Sec’y. 
W™. Mexrorp, fec. Sec’y. 
Samurt Greennow, T'reasurer. 
ARCHIBALD BraiR, 
Witrram Mayo, 
RoeverT QvaRes, 
GrorGe Wart, 
Rev. Joun Bryce, 
Wittiam Fenwick, 
ALEXANDER M’Rat 





CIRCULAR, ACCOMPANYING THE ADDRESS. 


Richmond, 27th Sept. 1813. 
SiR, 


By order of the managers of the Bible 
Society of Virginia, a copy of their ad- 
dress to the Public, together with the 
Constitution of the Society is herewith 
transmitted to you. 

If you approve the plan of furnishing 
to the poor of our country, and the 
Heathen, the blessed Gospel ‘of our God 
and Savior Jesus Chr ist, it is hoped you 
will use your influence to establish” an 
Avuxitiaky Socrety in your neighbor- 
hood, to correspond with this, the 
parent institution; to afford all the infor- 
mation that can be collected in the vicini- 
ty respecting the proper objects of this 
charity; and to give such directions as you 
may think proper relative to the appro- 

riation of the contributions which may 
be made by the Auxiliary Society, the 
establishment of which is here contem- 
plated. 

it is respectfully suggested, sir, that in 
fixing the rate of contributions for the 
soc! iety which you may be an instrument 
of forming, you will regard the cireumstan - 
ces of the people among whom you live, 

‘ather than the rate fixed by the Society 
already established in this place. 

Any communications which you may 
have to make to the Society in this city, 
may be addressed to our Corresponding 
Secretary, whose name is annexed to this 
circular. 


JOHN H. RICE, Corresponding See's 


CHINESE EDICT. 


Mr. Morrison, missionary at Macao, has 
transmitted to London the following 
decree. We learn from other sources, 
that the Emperor of China had _ previ- 
ously issued several severe orders a- 
gainst the professors of Christianity. 
They formed a ludicrous jumble of ar- 
guments against this religion, and of 
vigorous enactments against its profes- 
sors. It seems as though the world 
was awake on the subicet; and all, whe 
are not for Christ, are likely to take 
up arms against him. Ep. Pay. 


Canton, April 4, 1812. 
The following Edict was translated from 
the Chinese into Spanish, by Segee, a 
Romish Missionary at Macao. Mr 
Pearson, surgeon of the factory, ‘tgans- 
lated it out of Spanish into English. # 








have not seen the original Chinese pa- 
ger. IL have seea several papers in the 
Pekin Gazette; of which the following 
is indeed the substance. In those pa- 
ners, however, the magistrates also are 
threatened with degradation, dismission 
from the service of government, Xe. if 
they connive at the promulgation ot 
what they denominate Teencau Kraou 
( the Religion of the Lord of Heaven ) 
—the name which the Romish Mission- 
aries have adopted. Rt. M. 


€HINESE EDICT AGALNST CHRISTIANITY. 


Translated from the Spanish inte Eng- 
lish.} 


The Criminal Tribunal, by order of the - 


Emperor, coniormably to a Represen- 
tation made by Hav, the Imperial See- 
retary (in which he desired that the 
Promulgation of the Chistian Religion 
might be obviated) deerees as foliows:— 


‘te Europeans worship God, beeause, in 
their own country, they are used to do so; 
aud it is quite unnecessary to inquire into 
the motive: but then, wliv do they disturb 
the common people vf the interior?—ap- 
pointing unauthorizedly priests and other 
tunctionavies, who spread this through all 
the provineés, in obvious infraction of the 
taw: and the common people, deceived by 
them, they succeed each other from gen- 
eration to generation, wawilling to depart 
from their delusion. ‘This may «pproach 
very near to being arebellion. Reflecting 
at the said religion neinher holds spirits 
1 veneration nor ancestors in reverence, 
—clearly, th’s 18 to walk contrary to sound 
doctrine; and the common people, who 
‘How aad familiarize themselves with 
such delusions, in what respeet do they 
‘itor froma rebel mob? If there is not 
‘eereed some punishment, how shail the 
evil be evadieated?—and how shail the hu- 
man heart be reetified? 

From this time forward, such European 
as shall privately print boo'ss and establish 
preachers, in oxler to pervert the mulc- 
tude,—and the Tartars asd Chinese, who, 
deputed by Europeans, shall propagate 
heir reRgion, bestowing names, and dis- 
qtieting numbers, shall have this to look 
to:—The chief or privecipal one shaii be 
executed;—whoever shall spread their re- 
‘igion, not making much disturbance, nor 
.9 Many men, and without giving names, 
shall be strangled, waiting the time of ex- 
ecution;——and these who shall content 
themselves with following such religion, 
without wishing to reform themselves, 
"hey shall be exiled to tie-lau-keang, Ne. 
\s for "Partars, they shall be deprived of 
ine pay. With respect to Evropeans at 
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present in Pekin, if they are Mathemati- 
cians, without having other office or oecn- 
pation, this suffices to their being kept in 
their employments; but those who do not 
understand Mathematics, what motive is 
there for acquiescing in their idleness, 
whilst. they are exéiting irregularities? 
Let .the Mandarins, in charge of the 
Europeans, inquire and act. Excepting 
the Mathematicians, who are to be retain- 
ed in their employment, the other Euro- 
peans shall be sent to the Viceroy of Can- 
ton, to wait there, that when there come 
ships from the respective countries, they 
may be sent back. The Europeans, in 
actual service at the capital, are forbidden 
to intermeddle with the Tartars and Chi- 
nese, in order to strike at the root of the 
absurdities which have been propagated. 
Ia Pekin, where there are no more Euro- 
peans than those employed in the Mathe- 
matics, they will not be able clandestinely 
to spread false religion. The Viceroys 
and other magistrates of the other provin- 
ces shall be careful and diligent. If they 
find Europeans within their territories, 
they shall seize them, and act according to 
justice, in order, by sach means, to exter- 
minate root and trunk.—-You shall con- 
form to this decision of the Criminal Tri- 
bunal. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A ZEALOUS 
GREEK MERCHANT TO A FRIEND IN 
MALTA, DATED 


Santorino, Feb. 8, 1812. 


My true Friend in the Lord, 
Nurdive gave me so nuch_ pleasure, on 
my arrival at Santorino, as vour two letters. 
[ have been, as you know, in many parts of 
Turkey, Syria, and Armenia, and in the 
neighborhodéd of the Caspian Sea, on my 
business; aud I hope I have done some 
good in those parts, by the blessing of 
God. I was some time in a city, called 
~Youssull (near the ancient Nineveh) 
where there are some Greek Christians, 
anda priest, named Basil, who is a rela- 
tive, as he told me, of the primary bishop 
ot Mount Lebanon. (Ainong the Mar- 
onites of the Armenian church, at Mount 
Lebanon, there are 12 bishops; but as 
they do not allow of the title of Archdish- 
op, one is styled Primary Bishop or Pri- 
mus tater Pares.) During my resi- 
denee there, he granted me the use of his 
chapel to preach when I pleased. After 
two months residence there, not only the 
chapel, but a spacious square behiad it, 
was filed. ‘The priest celebrated mass 
ovly sometimes. He read a prayer over 
the heads of those who knelt before him, 
accompanied with imposition of hands, and 
48 


ee ey ee 





touching their foreheads with a relic in a 
shrine; for which he required to be paid. 
This, you know, is a custom in many parts 
of Greece; but which I abhor, and reprov- 
ed him for thus imposing on the people. 
T endeavored to make him better acquaint- 
ed with the Bible, which he had not got; 
and accordingly copied him the Gospel of 
John, in modern Greek; and though I em- 
ployed a long time about this manuscript, 
{ trust it may be blessed, and praise re- 
dound to God. 

At some distance from Moussull, at a 
village called Har-ali, I met with a Chris- 
tian gentleman of some note, who di- 
rected me to some others, whom I 
desired to call on me the next Sabbath- 
day at his house. They did not fail to 
come, and with them many who were 
not Christians, perhaps out of curiosity. 
We all knelt down and prayed together, 
and some wept. When they rose up, I 
discoursed to them of the importance of 
true religion; and the deplorable state 
they were in, if they felt it not. You can- 
not conceive, my friend, my spiritual satis- 
faction: I was quite overeome by the 
kinduess of them. Every thing I could 
wish was at my service; and I was forced 
to stay many days; darirg which I hed 
service every day. We fitted up a small 
chapel; but 1 am sure things will increase 
there. Providence so ordered it, that the 
gentleman I met with at first was a person 
of note among the people, as a serious 
and opulent man. I directed him to 
Aleppo or to Cyprus to get a minister; but 
I have sinee been there, and am sure ke 
will not find one good for any thing. The 
priest and bishops are so ienorant, that 
they ming'e their prejudicial insignificant 
ecremonies; and they are very mereenar , 
thinking only about getting money. Not- 
withstanding, the people of these parts 
of Asia are readily disposed to receive the 
true religion. Oh, that there were some 
one to make it known to them, ‘hat’ mil- 
lions might be brought to be partakers of 
the benefits of the precious bleod of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Oh, my friend, how 
vile I feel mvself, that the Son of God 
should deseend from Heaven to undergo 
such sufferings for my redemption! God is 
unspeakablv great, infinite, and incompar- 
able: yet what am I? This is a point, you 
know, which has caused me great dis- 
tress; but from this t: mptation I betake 
rayself to faith; and there I find peace! 


I must tell you another little eircum- 
stance which happened to me as I return- 
ed throngh Syria to embark. [Here 
the writer gives a long account of a sick 
person, whom he was called to vis't, and 
in whose death he had great hoe; and 
then he adds, the death of this man 
seemed to be the means of awakening 
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many. |] We fitted up a chanelin a wood, 
and baptised several, stopping there 24 
days; and at my departure they gave 
me every thing necessary, and would es- 
cort me, for fear of robbers or assassins. 
I could but promise to send them a minis- 
ter, if possible, to help them; and in this I 
had some confidene , as I was going to 
Nikessia, in Cyprus; but I could do noth 
ing there with Caramili the bishop, who 
repbed to my earnest entreaty very coolly, 
by saving, he must not mind those parts, 
but his own flock. The best way now 
to execute my promise, is for you to write 
to your good friend Grassopolo. You 
have nothing to expect from Smyrna, 
where [ tried in vain. It would be a good 
thing if yon could send one from Metta: 
he must be dressed as a pilgrim, and he 
wonid be well received. I can now read- 
ilv believe what that impostor the Sieilian 
Pilgrim told,us. Oh! these unfortunate 
countries, where ouly hypocrites, or pre- 
tended Christians, come for worldly goin! 
I shall stop here two months for your d!- 
rections. I cannot rest if [ do not go again 
to the Levant;—l feel a great affection for 
these parts. Make my resp®cts to our 
good friend Giovanni, and to all the good 
society. O-thatone of them ould be in- 
duced to go up the Levant! how much 

ool might he do to those poor creatures! 
i had quite a different idea of the people of 
Asia before. How much worse ave the 
inhabitants of the islands for ignorance, 
pride, and worldly-mindedness! In. those 
parts the people ave tractable, curious, 
and ‘on:! of strangers; and no great effort 
appears to be required to tear off the 
veil. Lam sure that Mehomet promul- 
gated his religion here without much diffi- 
culty; and with the same facility these peo- 
ple could be brought to embrace the relig- 
ion of Christ, if only some good persons 
could be found able to teach the truth as it 
is in the Gospel. 

I hear that ingZante are arrived some 
modern Greck Testaments. Iam sure 
they must have come from that grand 
Society in England, in whose praise we 
often spoke. O, that it may be but true! 
what pleasure shall I have! how are they 
needed! If you have any, send me some as 
soon as you can, for my little societies 
which I have formed, and which need them 
so much. Put them to my account, if it 
is neecssary to tell you so. I am going te 
Tripolezza; but write to our friend Nico- 
lai Paronzi. Ishall leave the commission 
for the Testaments, if I do not receive 
them before we go. O! what pleasure is 
this! to have the Holy Seripture, and in 
the modern Greek tongue, and printed 
too! How much time have [ employed in 
copying them! According to your advice, 
I have endeavored to leave portions of the 
Bible rather than of any other book. It is 
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better to begin with the foundation: other 
thi.gs will follow. Pray for me, a:d tor 
Sinon, iny companion.—Teill your Socety 
to pray for me. Georcio Kako. 


CORBAN SOCIETY. 


Tars Seciety, as our reader. are aware, 
was formed for the purpose of assisting 
pious young men, in, indigent cirewa- 
stances, while obtaining thew theological 
education preparatory to their entering 
upouw the Gospel minisiry. 

The annual report of the Directers 
whiea was inade t6 the Society in Sep- 
tember iast, staies, that “through the 
goodness of God the Society has had aa 
increase of members.” 

“The icone of the Society, ineluding 
subscriptious, donations in cash, and inter- 
est of money, ior the year past, amounts 
te $339 25.” 

ihe Society has been able to assist all who 
have been ree e , p: 
have been recommeuded to .ts patronage. 
Tweuty-six young geutlemen have been 
aided by the Society during the past year. 
They bave receeved in cash 565; in arti- 
eles of clothing 266 27. Phere remains 
in the Treasury $38 45, beside $200 
permacent fund, aad 530 43 worygh of 
eloching. 

This Society is peculiarly worthy of pata 
ronaye, as ail its expenditures ave made 
with great jodg.aen:, and in such @ man- 
ner, as to do exteusive audi permanent 
good with comparativeiy small pecuniary 
meaus. It is greatly to be desired, that 
these meaus may be specdily doubled or 
trebled; as, in thai case, the number of 
applicants for assista.ce would doubtless 
lcrease. 


DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION, 


Tur New Meeting House in the third 
society of Abington, ( Mass.) was dedica- 
ted to the worshup of God, on the 27th 
inst. Vhe Rev. Dantzn Tuomas read 
some select portions of Seripture; the 
Rev. Simeon Wittiams made the dedi- 
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$79 


catory prayer; and the Rev. JonaTHaNn 
ScaoOnG preached the sermon, and made 
the conciuding prayer. In the afternoon, 
the Rev. Samceen wW. CotsouRNE was 
installed to the pastoral care of the 
church in that place. ‘The Rev. Carvin 
Cuapbeck made the introductory prayer; 
the Rey. Gris Tuomprson preached the 
sermon; the Rev. JoNaTHAN STreone 
made the consecrating praver; the Rev. 
Simkon Wi.tiams gave the charge; the 
Rev. Danien Tu Mas gave the right hand 
of fellowship; and the Rev. Ricwarp 8. 
Sroxus made the concluding prayer. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONS. 


Oct. 21. From the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety of New London, by General Hun- 
tngton, 172 00 

From Mr. Stephen Peck, by 
the same hands, 

22. From the Foreign Mission 
Society of New Haven and 
the Vicinity,by Mr.T. Dwight, 
jun. the Treasurer, the avails 
of acoutribution after a sermon 
by the Rev. Dr. Dwight, 

From the Female Foreign Mis- 
sion Society in Cornish, (New 
Hampshire, ) 

25. From E. F. Backus, Alba- 
ny, commissions on sales of 
the Panoplist, 

27. From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in Shoreham, (Ver.) by 
the Rev. President Davis, 

29. From the Female Cent So- 
ciety in Arkport, Steuben 
county, (N. Y.) by Mr. Chris- 
topher Hurlburt, toward the 
translations, 

30. From the Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of Springfield and 
the neighboring towns, by the 
Hon. George Bliss, Esq. 
‘Treasurer, 


5 00 


100 ii 
13 69 
3 00 


27 87 


10 00 


50 00 


$381 97 





LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLI- 
GENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


Memoirs of the Connecticut Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. Vol. 1. Part If. 
Reyort of the American Board ot Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions; compiled 
from documents laid before the Board, at 


the Fourth Annual Meeting, which was 
held at Boston, Sept. 15, 1813: To which 
is aided an address to the Christian Pub- 
lie on the subject of Missions and Trans- 
lations. Published by direction of the 


Board. Boston; S.T.Armstrong. Price 
20 cents, 


or 
«> oe . 
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PRECAUTION AGAINST BURNING TO DEATH. 


It is well known, that instances frequent- 
ly occur of females being burnt to death, 
by accidentally setting ‘their Clothes on 
fire. The knowledge of the following 
discovery by Si’ Richard Phillips, if uni- 
versally diffused, might be the means of 
saving many valuable Lives. He states, 
trom the principle of the ascension of 
flame, that females ought to le down as 
soon as they discover “their clothes to be 
on fire;—that the progress of the flame 
will by that means be “instantly checked; 
and the fire may be easily extinguished 
without that injury tothe head, faee, and 
throat, by which death is often occasion- 
ed. 


He proves his principle by the following 
experiments. He tovk two strips ot 
printed cotton, #yard long, and on light, 
ing one of them ‘at the lower end, and 
holding it perpendicularly, it was eonsum- 
ed in a fifth of a minute, and the volume of 
flame wasso Strong as to rise two fect. The 
other piece he lighted, and placed it hovi- 
zontally on a pair of tongs, so that it lay 
hollow. In this situation it was five min- 
utes burning, and. the flame at no timeas- 
cended an ineh; and it might at any time 
have been extinguished by “the thumb and 
finger. 

This plain and easy experiment ought 
to be vead in the presence of the females 
of every family. 


OBITUARY. 


We lament to state, that the name of 
the illustrious and beloved GRANVILLE 
Suanp is found in the obituary notices, in 
E.ngish magazines. ‘The following hasty 
tribute to his memory is taken from the 
Christian Observer for August last, and 
‘vas doubdess written by an intimate 
friend of the deceased. ‘To the politeness 
of Mr. Wells it is to be attributed, that we 
are able to give this interesting article so 
early an insertion. Ep. Pan. 


At Fulham [near London] on 
the 6th of July last, died Gran- 
VILLE SuHarp, Esq. in the 79th 
year of his age; a man of varied 
learning and pre-eminent philan- 
thropy; whose life was most ac- 
tively and perseveringly devoted 
to promote the best interests of 
his species, under a deep sense 
of his responsibility to God! He 
was a man of singulariy gentle 
and modest and courteous man- 
ners; but, in a cause which he 
deemed important, especially 
when it involved the rights either 
of his great Lord and Master, or 
of his fellow men, he was no less 
singularly bold and intrepid, 
With peculiar and perhaps mis- 
taken, views on some political 
and biblical subjects, which 
might have exposed him to be 


undervalued as a man of undev- 
standing; and with a style of com- 
position which was far from at- 
tractive, he nevertheless was a 
most efficient instrument in op- 
erating some mighty changes in 
the Opinions and conduet of na- 
tions—changes which will im- 
mortalize his name, while the 
idea of liberty is cherished, or 
fearless, and unwearied, and self- 
denying and successful exertions 
for the happiness of mankind, are 
admired among men. But the 
praise of men was not the pre- 
valling motive to exertion with 
this distinguished. individual. He 
did what he did as unto God. 
His fear was ever before his 
eyes; ‘and the life of Granville 
Sharp appeared, to those who 
knew him, to be marked, in a 
very extraordinary degree, bya 
reference to the will of his God 
and Savior, as the supreme and 
decisive rule of his conduct; and 
to the influences of the Holy 
Spirit as the only source of 
strength and peace. 

It is scarcely necessary for us 
to advert to the part which Mr. 
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Sharp bore in the great question 
of the slave trade and slavery. 
Every one in Great Britain 
knows, that if, in the present 
(avy 


Her soilis freedom to the. feet of slaves, 


or, aS a contemporary journalist 
has expressed it, ‘our air has be- 
come too pure to be breathed by 
slaves,’ it is to the constaney and 
intrepidity of Granville Sharp 
that we owe this blessing. He 
achieved the recognition of this 
grand and ennobling principle, 
although almost singly opposed 
to the lawyers, the judges, and 
‘the statesmen of the day, and 
although vilified and tracduced by 
the then numerous and formida- 
ble host of slave-traders,and their 
friends, in Liverpool, London, 
and Bristol. The history of this 
transaction deserves a distinct 
and detailed record, and is full of 
many valuable lessons to the pol- 
iticlan, and of much encourage- 
ment to the philanthropist. 
Another distinguished event in 
the life of Mr. Sharp, was his 
having presided at the meeting 
at which the British and Foreign 
Bible Socicty was first formed. 
When his death was first an- 
nounced to the Committee of 
that Society, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer being then in the 
chair, they adopted an unanimous 
resolution, expressive of the 
mournful pleasure they felt in 
recording their veneration for 
his character and their gratitude 
for his services. “In him,” they 
proceed to remark, “the Com- 
mittee recognize the venerable 
person, under whose auspices 
the Society was formed, the ear- 
liest and largest bcnetactor to 
their Jibrary, aud one of the most 


regular, diligent, and useful at- 
tendants at the meetings for the 
transaction of business. While 
the Committee acknowledge the 
obligations of the Society to the 
extent and accuracy of his bibli- 
cal learning, they feel it their 
duty to bear particular and aficc- 
tionate testimony to the integrity 
of his mind, the simplicity of his 
spirit, and the philanthropy of 
his heart. The Cormnaittee de- 
sire to bless God for having con- 
tinued so long among them an 
instrument of so great uselul- 
ness; and they trust, that the 
benefit of his labors may be per- 
petuated and extended by the in- 
fluence of his example.” 

A similar feeling accompanied 
the intelligence of his death, 


when reporied to the Board of 


Directors of the African Institu- 
tion. Ona motion of his Koyal 
Hizhness the Duke of Glouces- 
ter, a deputation of the Board at- 
tended his funeral; and it has 
been resolved to erect a mouu- 
ment, with a suitable inscripuon, 
to his memory.* 


* A faneral sermon for Mr. Sharp was to 
have been preached in Fulham. Church 
by the Rev. John Owen, then. curate of 
that parish, whose intimate knowledge of 
the deceased, during the last seventeen 
years of his lite, had qualified him in a pe- 
culiar manver for the office. But he was 
prevented from fulfilling his intention by 
a peremptory mandate, communicated two 
days before the appointed time, trom the 
Rev. Mr. Wood,f the viear, denying hin. 
the use of the pulpit. This ungracious 
proceeding, by which the feelings of sv 
many relatives and triends of Mr. Sharp 
were wounded, originated, it seems, in 
the displeasure of the vicar with the active 
and successful labors of his cyrate in pro- 
moting the extension of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. ‘The result has 
been, that Mr. Owen is deprived of a cu- 


} Not the Rev. Basil Woodd. He would 
have cut off his right hand sooner thar 
sign such a mandate. Ep. Pas 
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But while Mr. Sharp will be 
best known to . s countrymen by 
his eminent public services, it 
was in the private walks of life, 
in the domestic and social circie, 
that his real character was most 
apparent. He was truly the 
friend of the friendless. What 
he possessed he regarded as be- 
longing to the poor. He was 
himself but a sharer in common 
with them of the necessaries of 


racy and lectureship which he had dis- 
charged in the most exempiary aud useful 
mauner, for upwards of seventeen years. 

‘Lhe inhabitants of the parish, on this 
event, raised in a few days a sum of 6701. 
which was presented to Mr. Owen by a 
deputation of thew number, who were in- 
structed to express ‘the sincere regret of a 
very numerous and highly respceetable 
body ef subscribers, at hisTeaving the pas- 
toral station, which he had filled for up- 
wards of seventeen years with eredit to 


himsell, aud advantage to the parish; and, 


to request hum to accept their thanks for 
his unreiaitung attenuon to the several 
duties of his otuee, by visiting the poor and 
sick, relieving tier wauts, imstructing 
their youth, and exerting himseliin every 
possible way, both Ly his discourses from 
the pulpit, and his personal example, to 
promote their moral and religious unprove- 
ment; as the result of which, they had 
witnessed, with great satistacuon, a pro- 
gressive amendimentin the manners ot the 
lower orders, and a more irequent and se- 
rious attendance at Divine worship during 
his otticial residence among Uhem. 

The address was sigueu by 240 names, 
comprising almost ail une nob.lity and gen- 
try of the parish.t 


t We do not remen:ber to have read of 
amore ouirageous uci of tyrunny, how- 
ever it may huve been sunctioned by the 
letter of the law, than the one related in 
the preceding note. i) herever the name 
of John Uwen is known, and it is known 
extensively in the four quariers of the 
world, Mr. Vicar Wood will obtuin an un- 
fortunate kind of celebrity. Thus such a 
man as *,°. Qwen should have been dis- 
placed by a professed minister of the Gos- 
pel, in these enlightened times, and pre- 
vented from preaching a funeral sermon 


on such a manus Granville Sharp;—and ° 


all thie solely out of hostility to such an 
institution as the Bible Society, appears 
to us anevent altogetier unparalleled and 
almost unaccountable Ep. Pan. 
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life which it could purchase: and 
many are now doubiless mourn. 
ing bis departure, of whoim the 
world knows nothing, to whom 
he had been as an angel of God, 
drying their tears and causing 
their hearts to sing for joy. But 
ifthere were any feature in the 
character of Mr. Sharp, wath 
which we were more struck 
than another, it was the grateful, 
yet awe-struck solemnity, with 
which he contemplated the pres- 
ence and venerated the auchor- 
ity of God. He scemed to fecl 
his power and presence. And 
yet his was far trom being a reli- 
gion of gloom or apprehension. 
He possessed great cheerfulness 
af mind, and a remarkable ten- 
derness and sympathy even for 
the failings of others.—~But we 
must check ourselves. Neither 
our space nor our me will allow 
us to proceed. We will only re- 
mark, that a good memoir of this 
excellent man, which without 
unduly veliung bis singularities, 
shouid thace bis Character and uis 
conduct boti to tireir causes aud 
their consequences, appears to 
us to be a desideratum in biog- 
raphy, and we hope that it wall 
be undertaken by some hand, 
which is equal to the task. 


Dip at his house in Boston, on the 30th 
iust. the ton. TuHeurfitus Parsons, 
Esq. Li. D. Cire: Justice o: the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, im the 
65d year oi his age. 

At Dunires, ( Vir.) the Rev. Coarres 
O’N ear. 

At “Newport, (R. L.) Samuzi Exam, 
President ot the Newport losurariee Com- 
pany, and the Rhode Island Bank, 
aged 63. 

Near the frontiers of Bohemia, Sept. 
3, of wounds received in the battle before 
Dresden, Aug. 27,Geu. Vicrok Moret, 
for many yeais celebrated as one of the 
greatest military commanders in modern 
Limes. 

Iy Saxony, at an advanced age, the- 
poct WIELAND. 
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At Gottenburg, Aug. 21, the Quern 


Dowacer of Sweden. 

At Philadelphia, Miss Sanau Bogerns, 
who, born without hands, was eclebrated 
for the ingenuity and despatch with which 
she executed numerous handsome paint- 
ings by holding the handie of the brush 
in her mout’. 

At Hartford, on his return from Boston, 
Henry W. Livinestox, Esq. of Utica, 
(N. ¥.) aged 35. 

At New Haven, (Conn.) Mr. Jonw 
Crarss, aged 77. In his avoeation of sex- 
ton, he had buried 2,098 persons in that 
‘town. 

At Fayetteville, (N.C.) the Rev. Wit- 
LIAM L. Turner. 

At Potsdam (N. Y.) Ap. 4, 1813, Mr. 
Joszra Barer, aged 68. He was edu- 
cated at Harvard College. 
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Tu England, James WratT, Esq. a cel- 
ebrated architect. 

At New Orleans, Danter Ciarxke, 
Esq. formerly delegate to Congress froin 
the Louisiana Territory, aged 45. 

At Salem, a curity of Mr. Fish, of hy- 
drophobia, having been recently bitten by 
a mad dog. 

In England, Miss Errza Conners. 
She had a number of pins in her mouth, 
G custom too prevalent, and at all times 

angerout, } when starting at a clap of 
thunder, she swallowed ten ef them, 
which occasioned her death. 

Av Alexandria, Capt. Tuomas Tretecn- 
ER, aged 53. He had eireumnav gated the 
globe with the celebrated Capt. Cook. 

At South Kingston, (K. 1.) the Hon 
Farepman Peary, aged 83. 


POETRY. 


For the Panoplist. 


Tris Ode was composed by a young lady 
in the last stage of the eronsumption, 
when convinced that her disease defi- 
ed ali medical aid, and she was reduced 
to such a state of weakness, that she 
could not walk across the room with- 
out assistance. Perhaps it will be ac- 
eeptable to some readers of the Pano- 
plist. Under this apprehension it is 
Yranseribed. Should the editor judge 
it worthy of a place in his aseful pub- 
lication, he is at liberty to insert it. 

M. S. 


ODE TO SICKNESS. 


Not to the rosy Maid, whom former 
hours 

Beheld me eovet fondly, tune I now 

The melancholy lyre. No more I seek 

Ihy aid, Hygeia, sought so long in vain. 

But ’tisto thee, Oh sickness? ’tis to thee, 

{ wake the silent strings. Accept the lay. 

Thou -art no tyrant waving thy fierce 
scourge 

O’er unresisting victims, but a nymph 

Of mild, though mournful mein, upon 
whose brow 

Patience sits smiling, and whose heavy 
eye, 

Though moist with tears, is often fix’d 
on Heaven. 

Thou wrapp’st the world in gloom, but 
thou canst tell 

Of worlds, where all is sunshine, and at 
length, : 

When through this vale of sorrow thou 
hast led 


Thy patient suffrers, cheering them 
the while 

With many a smile of promise, thy pale 
hand 

Unlocks those bow’rs of everlasting rest, 

Where death’s kind Angel waits to dry 
their tears 

And crown them with his amaranthine 
flow’ rs. 

Yes, I have known thee long, and I 
have felt 

All that thou hast of sorrow. Many a 
tear 

Has fall’ on my cold cheek, and many 
a sigh, 

Call’d forth by thee, has swell’d my 
aching breast. 

Yet still I bless thee, Oh thou ¢hast’ning 

ow’r, 

For all I bless thee! Thou hast taught 
my soul, ; 

To rest upon its Savior and its God; 

To look beyond the narrow bounds of 
time, 

And fix its hopes of happiness on Heaven. 

Meanwhile, e’en in this transitory 
scene, 

Of what hast thou depriv’d me? Has 
thy hand 

Clos’d up the book of knowledge, drawn 
a veil 

O’er the fair face of nature, or destroy’d 

The tender pleasures of domestic life? 

Ah no! Tis thine to call forth in the 
heart 

Each better feeling: thou awaken’st there 

Titst unconfin’d phiianthrophy, which feels 

For all th’ unhappy; that warm sym- 

athy, 
Which énatiiig ev’ry selfish care aside, 
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“Finds its own bliss in seeing others blest; 
"That melancholy, tender, yet sublime, 
Which, feeling all the nothingness of 


earth, . 

Exalts the soul to heav’n; and, more 
than these, 

‘fkat pure devotion, which, ev’n in an 
hour 


0! agonizing pain, can fill the eyes 
With tears of ¢eestasy, and swell the 
heart 

ith love unutterable and divine. 

‘TLese are thy gifts, Oh Sickness! These 
to me ) 

Thou hast vouchsaf’d, and taught meé 
how to prize. 

Shall I now ‘énvy the luxurious train 

Around whese path Prosperity has 
strown 

Her gilded toys. Ah! let them still pur- 
sue 

The shining trifles: never can they know 

Such pure and holy pleasures as await 


The heart refin’d by suffering. Not 
to them 

Does Faney chaunt her pure and heav’n- 
ly song; 

"Tis not for them her glowing hand un- 
draws ) 


The sacred veil, which hides th’ An- 
gelic world: 

They hear not in the music of the wind 

Celestial voices, that in whispers sweet, 

Call to the lingering pilgrim, ‘Come 
away.’ 

They see not at the shadowy hour of eve, 

Deseending spirits, who on silver wing 

Glide thro’ the air, and to their harps 


divine, 
Sing in soft notes the vesper hymn of 
praise; 


Or, pausing for a moment as they turn 

‘Their radiant eyes on this poiluted world, 

Drop on the® golden harps a pitying tear. 

Prosperity! I count thy gifts no more. 

One fervent prayerI breathe; may God 
attend: 

if for my faded brow, thy hand prepare 

Some future wreath, let me the gift re- 
sign. 

Transier the rosy garland; bid it bloom 

Around the temples of that friend belov’d, 

On whose maternal Losom, even now, 

I lay my aching head, and as ]_ mark 

The smile which plays upon her cheer- 
ing fuce, 

Forget that 1 have ever shed a tear. 

ALMIRA. 


For the Panoplist. 


ON THE DEATH OF MRS, NEWELL. 


Wuew heroes die, the sons of song 
Bend tearful o’er their hearse, 





On the Death of Mrs. Neweii. 


And love their mem’ries to prolong \ 
Embalm’d in lofty verse. 


When heroes die, the sculptor’s ski! 
Adorns their trophied urn, 

And bids succeeding ages stil] 
Their mighty emprize learn. 


Vain strife! devouring time to cheat 
Of what he claims his prey; 

His tooth the seulptur’d urn shall eat, 
His hand blot out the lay. 


Departed saint! whose virgin-star, 
Tho’ short it’s bright career, 

Outshone with steady lustre far 
The hero’s dazzling sphere. 


We grieve not, that no poet tells 

In lofty rhyme thy worth, ' 
Nor that no seulptur’d marble swells 

In splendor o’er thy earth: 


For sweeter shall thy praises be, 
Than in the poet’s verse, 

When Eastern dames thy memory 
Shall to their babes rehearse; 


And bless the generous love that led 
Thee cross the mighty wave, 

’Mid them the cheering news to spread 
Of Jesus’ power to save. 


And when some virgiu-convert finds 
The place where thou art laid, 

And round thy humble tombstone binds 
A modest, flowery braid, 


Whose fragrance to the hallowed place 
Sweet odours shall impart, 

*T will more thy fond remembrance grace 
Than ail the seulptor’s art. i. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The elegy on Miss E. 8. communicated 
by L. L. has been long under considera- 
uon. We decline inserting it. 

We owe an apology to H. for delaying 
the publication of his lines. They were 
intended for earlier insertion; but were 
overlooked. 

The communications of D.C. A. have 
been some time on hand. Perhaps parts 
of them may be published. 

The lines of Juvenis are under con- 
sideration. 

A paraphrase of David's elegy on 
Suul and Jonathan is received. 

‘The Sketches of Lord Chief Justice 
Hale, sent ws by a correspondent, are too 
imperfeet to be published. 

A SINCERE FRIEND is informed, that 
we eannot enter upon the discussion of 
the question, which she has preposed. 

The fragment furnished by Jci1an« 
requires too much correction. 





